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A little-known state agency 
could be celebrating its 20th anni-
versary this year by closing its 
doors. But you might still be paying 
for it. 

Under the House and Senate 
initial budget proposals, funding is 
nixed for the Texas Automobile 
Burglary and Theft Prevention Au-
thority, a five-person shop that law-
makers created in 1991 and 
awards grants to police agencies to 
help prevent and investigate the 
crimes that are its namesake. 

But even though they’re plan-
ning to shutter the authority, law-
makers are not planning to stop 
collecting the $1 fee that Texans 
pay annually on their auto insur-
ance policies to fund the agency. 
Instead, the money would get 
swept into the state’s general fund 
to help close that gaping $15 billion 
to $27 billion budget hole. Some 
budget hounds think that’s a bad 
idea. ―Sounds like a misuse of the 
fee to me,‖ says Talmadge Heflin, a 
former House budget writer and 
director of the Texas Public Policy 
Foundation's Center for Fiscal Pol-
icy. 

What’s more, even while you’re 
paying for an agency that no longer 
exists, insurance premiums will 
likely rise. Why? Without the pre-
vention programs, auto thefts could 
proliferate, just as they did before 
the agency was created, resulting 
in rate hikes by insurers trying to 
cover their losses. 

―It’s going to be 
like Mardi Gras in 
the streets with 
t h e s e  c a r 
thieves,‖ says Lt. 
Tommy Hansen, 
assistant com-
mander of the 
G a l v e s t o n 
County Sheriff’s 
criminal investiga-
tions division. ―The 
theft rate in the 
state of Texas is 
going to sky-
rocket." 

You probably didn’t know it, but 
every year, you pay a $1 fee — fit-
tingly called the Automobile Bur-
glary and Theft Prevention Author-
ity Assessment — on your auto in-
surance policy to keep the tiny 

agency afloat. Lawmakers created 
the agency and the fee to support it 
in 1991 as auto thefts surged state-
wide. That year, Texans reported 
more than 163,000 auto thefts 
worth $849 million.   

The authority’s main role is to 
dole out grants to local police and 

sheriff’s departments to 
help prevent and investi-

gate auto theft and bur-
glary. Since its inception, the 
agency has awarded grants 
totaling more than $230 mil-

lion, and in fiscal year 
2010, it gave local de-

partments 28 grants 
worth more than 
$14.1 million. The 

money helps pay all 
or part of the sala-
ries of about 200 
pol ice of f icers 

whose main job is to 
investigate auto theft. Without 

money from the authority, many of 
those officers could lose their jobs, 
says Lt. Joey Canady, president of 
the Texas Association of Vehicle 
Theft Investigators. If grant money 
to pay the officers’ salaries goes 

away, it will fall to local cities or 
counties to pay, and they’re in the 
same financial straits as the state. 

Although it’s not always the case 
that money spent by the state gov-
ernment produces results, the auto 
theft authority’s work seems to 
have been effective. Auto theft 
rates have fallen by at least 50 per-
cent since 1991. And from 2002 to 
2009, departments that received 
grants from the authority recovered 
more than $1 billion worth of stolen 
vehicles, including some from Mex-
ico. ―That’s a pretty good bang for 
your buck,‖ Hansen says. 

An increase in auto thefts likely 
means more money out of your 
pocket. ―The more cars stolen, the 
more cars burglarized, the higher 
the (auto insurance) rates,‖ says 
Mark Hanna, a spokesman for the 
Insurance Council of Texas. Auto 
insurers have benefited from the 
authority's work because it means 
fewer claims they have to pay out 
for stolen cars. ―This organization 
has done well,‖ Hanna says. ―They 
had the numbers to back it up.‖ 

Though Heflin disapproves of 
the budgetary tactic of using funds 

Texas lawmakers propose raiding auto theft fund 

HOUSTON – As Texas lawmak-
ers try to balance a multi-billion-
dollar budget shortfall, a Houston 
legislator has filed a bill that would 
allow hard liquor sales on Sun-
days. 

The Legislative Budget Board 
says extra booze sales would rake 
in $7 million in new sales tax over 
the next two years. 

State Sen. Rodney Ellis, D-
Houston, filed the bill last week. He 
admits that it wouldn’t make much 
of a dent in the state’s financial 

problems, but he says every little 
bit helps. 

"We ought to make it as con-
venient for people to buy legal sub-
stances as possible," Ellis said. 
"So that we don’t have these boot-
leg operators that end up selling it 
and not paying taxes on it." 

Ellis argues that Texas is one of 
just 14 states that still prohibit hard 
liquor sales on Sundays. 

But many liquor store owners 
are strongly against the bill be-
cause they say it would basically 

Texas lawmakers consider lifting 

ban on Sunday hard liquor sales 
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Automobiles 

Jeff Smith 

Helfman Ford 

281-240-3673 
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Automobiles 

Steven Wolf, Helfman Dodge Chrysler Jeep 

713-533-6100 
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PEACE  OFFICERS 

The Helfman  
Family  
Of Fine  

Automobiles 

Capt. Alan Helfman 

River Oaks  

Chrysler Jeep Dodge 

713-524-3801 

Austin 

 We made our first trip to 
Austin to visit with some of the 
Legislators and it went better than 
expected.  I had hoped with maybe 
2 or 3 while I was there but was 
suddenly taken in and introduced 
around.  The last time I was up in 
Austin there wasn’t as much of a 
welcome.  I don’t know for sure 
what the reason is but it was a wel-
comed change. 

 I was a little surprised at the 
thinking process being used.  I was 
able to give insight into how some 
of these bills, already filed, would 
affect the folks working in the 
trenches.  I gave them the good 
and the bad with facts and experi-
ence to back up what I was telling 
them.  It must have made sense 
because I have been called by 
staff’s of folks I have never met or 
heard of.  They want the facts and 
I tell it.  Just as simple as that. 

 The most humorous en-
counter I have had so far was with 
a senior staff when he asked a 
question I didn’t have an answer 
for.  It was concerning a phone 
number for ICE we use on the side 
of the road when we have a ques-
tion someone we have stopped or 
come into contact with.  When we 
talked about it he had no idea what 
I was talking about and the lesson 
began.  I contacted him with the 
number after I came back to Hous-
ton and began calling around for it 
2 days later.  It is all in the follow 
up when dealing with people.  
When I called him to give him the 
number he had thought I was just 
pulling his leg until I was able to 
deliver it to him.  It carried a little 
more backing for all of the other 
things we had discussed. 

 One thing to remember for 

the next visit is comfortable 
clothes, comfortable walking shoes 
and a good map of the capitol 
complex. 

 Vice President Batton, Sec-
retary Treasurer Barber and I 
made a second trip to Austin and 
were met with smiles at every of-
fice we went to.  Once again the 
staffs were picking our brains on 
the majority of issues concerning 
law enforcement or bills concerning 
the creation of new laws we would 
have to enforce.  Some were great 
ideas and some were some real 
duds. 

 Once again it came down to 
some of these things being great 
ideas but they had not thought 
about the logistics or training 
needed to carry some of them out.  
We were able to provide insight in 
areas they had not thought of or 
didn’t know about.  It was really 
great to give them the people do-
ing the works opinion about how 
these things would be accom-
plished and the ripple affect they 
would cause. 

 We are still working on a bill 
for meet and confer for Texas 
Counties above certain population 
levels.  There are a few details to 
be worked out but we have se-
cured legislators who want to help 
get the bill going.  This is a major 
step forward with the way this leg-
islature is made up.  As always, 
there are no promises but the effort 
is being put forward.  Along with 
getting support in Austin we have 
been working on getting support 
for some of these things here at 
home. 

 I know some of you are 
wondering ―why not collective bar-
gaining like municipalities‖?  Just 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Call Us Anytime... 

We’re Your Union! 
 

And We Are YOUR Board 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
  

Robert Goerlitz, President   

713-659-0005  r.goerlitz@earthlink.net 

Eric Batton, Vice President  

281-387-9040  ejbatton@sbcglobal.net 

Robert Barber, Secretary Treasurer  

281-453-1753   sarge1427@aol.com 

  

BOARD MEMBERS 
Pos. 1 James Henry jbh4331@aol.com 

Pos. 2 Curtis Brown cbrown9059@suddenlink.net 

 

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES 
PATROL:       
Stuart Campbell  DIST.2 6A-2P   713-744-8178  

Daniel Wareham  DIST.4 10P-6A  

Chris Aguirre  DIST.5 10P-6A  832-922-5605  

Frank Garcia  DIST. 1 

Bryan Cross  DIST. 1 10P-6A  281-830-9162 

Sgt. Tim Fite  DIST. 1 2P-10P  281-705-5380 

David Bettingfield 

CONSTABLES: 

James Grohman PCT. 4 7A-3P  832-868-1714 

Sgt. Matt Walker PCT. 4 10P-6A  281-734-4904 

DETECTIVE BUREAU: 

Curtis Brown  HOMI. 1P-9P   

David Cuevas 

Carl Pittman 

I.P.C.: 

Sammie Rinehart IPC 6A-2P  713-755-8100 

COURTS: 

Dean Forbes  CRT 7A-4P 

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION: 

Stephen Bateman 

1301 BAKER:  
Arthur Ramirez  2P-10P 

Carlos Arguelles 701 2P-10P 

701 JAIL: 

Charles El  701 10P-6A 

ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN: 

 Dean Forbes               CRT         7A-4P 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

Traci Mullins           6A-2P 

Rosalyn  Wiley 

Kristin Chambers 

COMMUNITY SERVICES BUREAU: 
Steward Dan McCool            8A-6P                832-876-8285 

PARKS: 

James Henry            6A-2P               713-530-4664 

YOUR OFFICE STAFF 

Cathy Hill 

Organization Office: 
1314 Texas Ave, Suite 2000, Houston, TX 77002  

Main Office: 713-659-0005 

Legal Dept.: 713-659-0017 

Fax No.: 713 -750-0070  
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The Harris County Star is published by the Harris County Deputiesô Organization and is not 

copyrighted.  Other police organizations are encouraged to reprint material which originates with 

The Star.  We require only that you give credit to the author and this paper when reprinting.  All 

articles are subject to review by the editorial committee.  Letters and/or guest articles appearing in 

the editorial section of The Star are the sole opinion of the author, and do not necessarily reflect 

the opinions or views of the Board of Directors or membership of the Harris County Deputiesô 

Organization. 

The Star encourages Organization members and other readers of the publication to submit 

letters for publication on the editorial page.  The HCDO reserves the right to refuse to print any 

submission not deemed in the best interest of the Organization. 

Notice: All articles and photos for The Harris County Star must be submitted prior to 

the 5th of each month preceding deadline. Any articles submitted after this date will appear, 

space permitting, in the next issue of The Star. Thank you for your cooperation. Articles can 

be submitted at the HCDO offices or by e-mail. To submit articles directly to the editor, 

send to: skinnerc1@ev1.net.  

The Harris County Star is administered by Sgt. G.L. ñBuddyò Williams, Lone Star Publishing 

Co. under the direction of the Board of Directors of the Harris County Deputiesô Organization. 

 

Your Harris County Star Staff 
Publisher .................. Buddy Williams 

$NLONRHSHNM &CHSNQtqq4G@TM )@QORSQHSD 

Staff Writer ................ Stephen Skinner 

%HRSQHATSHNMtttttt#DSRX #@TDQRBGK@F 
 

HCDO NEWSPAPER COMMITTEE 
Robert Barber 

Want to reach this special market of  

police professionals? 

ADVERTISE  
in The Harris County Star 

Don’t wait….time is money 

For information on ad rates or deadlines,  

please call: 

Shaun Harpstrite at  

936-827-4828 

Or e-mail inquiries or ad copy to  

sharpstrite@comcast.net 

Your Harris County Star 

 

Any member of the Harris County Deputies’ 

Organization is allowed and encouraged to submit 

articles for publication in this newspaper.  Opinions, 

events, family announcements, war stories...all are 

welcome and enjoyed by all Deputies. Submissions will 

only be edited as necessary to protect your organization 

from legal liability.  
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What  to do if you are involved  
in a shooting or any other  

critical incident 
 

1. Call for medical assistance for yourself, other deputies/
officers, other citizens and even the suspect if necessary.  
2. Call the H.C.D.O. Emergency Assistance number, 713 -659-
0005. Stay on the line and you will be connected directly to an 
attorney.  
3. Speak to NO ONE until the attorney arrives at the scene, 
usually only 20 -30 minutes.  
4. Relax, you joined the H.C.D.O. Youôre in great hands and 
you are protected by a force of thousands.  
5. The H.C.D.O. attorney(s) will assist our members in giving 
any statements and in preparation for any ñwalk throughò at 
the scene.  
6. The attorneys will accompany the member to the 
appropriate investigating agency where a sworn affidavit will 
be prepared pertaining to the events giving rise to the 
shooting.  
7. The H.C.D.O. attorney(s) will accompany the member at 
their Grand Jury appearance . 

A member of the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Department has pleaded 
guilty to and convicted of conspir-
ing to commit extortion, United 
States Attorney Jose Angel Mo-
reno announced. 

Richard Bryan Nutt Jr., 43, 
pleaded guilty before United States 
District Judge Vanessa Gilmore to 
conspiring with others to use his 
position as a law enforcement offi-
cer to steal drug loads from dealers 
and split the proceeds with others 
after the stolen drugs were sold by 
co-defendants. Judge Gilmore ac-
cepted the guilty plea, convicted 
Nutt of conspiracy to commit extor-
tion and has set sentencing for 
June 6, 2011. Nutt has been per-
mitted to remain on bond pending 
sentencing. He faces a maximum 
of 20 years in prison without parole 
for the conviction and a $250,000 
fine. 

The charges and this week’s 
conviction is the result of a joint 
Houston Police Department (HPD) 
Internal Affairs and Narcotics Divi-
sion and the FBI of a sting opera-
tion initiated after HPD obtained 
information that members of law 
enforcement were robbing ship-
ments of narcotics in Houston, 
Texas. 

On Dec. 15, 2010, Deputy Rich-
ard Bryan Nutt of the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office met with co-
defendants Nathaniel House, 37, 
Richard Jerome Banks, 38, John 
Edward Scott, 34, and Danny 
Wayne Bell, 40. House told the 
group that a vehicle containing nar-
cotics or narcotics proceeds would 
be driving through Houston. The co
-defendants agreed to stop the ve-
hicle, a Chrysler Aspen SUV, with 
the assistance of Deputy Nutt. Nutt 
was to conduct a traffic stop of the 
SUV, which was reportedly to be 
driven by a drug dealer from Mex-
ico. Nutt was to pretend to arrest 
the driver then release him while 
the co-defendants took the vehicle 
containing the drugs. The con-

spirators would then split the 
money from the sale of the drugs. 
However, the plan did not proceed 
as intended. 

Later that day, Deputy Nutt, in 
full uniform and driving a silver 
pickup equipped with red and blue 
emergency lights, spotted and fol-
lowed the Chrysler Aspen SUV as 
it drove into a parking lot of a 
Houston area shopping center. 
Once parked, the SUV driver, actu-
ally an undercover HPD officer, 
abandoned the SUV. 

House entered the SUV and 
removed a package he believed 
contained cocaine and transferred 
the package to a blue Nissan Al-
tima allegedly driven by Banks. 
Leaving the silver pickup to other 
co-defendants, Nutt entered the 
passenger seat of the blue Nissan 
Altima and left the parking lot in the 
vehicle with the package. 

As the Nissan Altima left the 
parking lot it was stopped by HPD 
officers. The package containing 
the purported cocaine - it was actu-
ally fake-- was found and removed 
from under the passenger seat 
where Nutt sat. Unlike the plan, 
Nutt and his co-defendants were 
arrested by law enforcement offi-
cers and subsequently charged 
federally. 

House also pleaded guilty and 
is also set to be sentenced in June. 
The remaining defendants are 
pending trial in mid-March 2011 
and presumed innocent unless and 
until proven guilty through due 
process of law. 

According to the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Office, Richard Bryan Nutt 
was terminated from his employ-
ment with that office in December 
2010. An appeal of that personnel 
action is pending. For further infor-
mation, please contact the Harris 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Assistant U. S. Attorney James 
McAlister is prosecuting the case. 

yourhoustonnews.com 

Harris County  

deputy pleads guilty 
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as the municipalities did not start 
off with collective bargaining, the 
county system has to take baby 
steps in getting better.  In govern-
ment, as we all know, dramatic 
change does not happen. 

 We have also been talking 
with the other police groups 
throughout Texas as to what their 
agendas are and what bills might 
be worth supporting jointly.  This is 
another major step forward.  A joint 
effort on everyone’s part is the only 
way to get things accomplished.  
Many folks don’t realize it is easy 
to have a bill stopped.  It is ex-
tremely difficult to get one passed 
without the proper groundwork be-
ing put in place. 

 These trips are only being 
done when necessary to further 
the effort and a very close eye is 
being kept on costs. 

CHL 
 I have been contacted by 

someone who is willing to come in 
and hold the concealed handgun 
classes at a reduced rate for 
spouses and family members.  We 
will soon have a classroom ready 
at the Organization office to ac-
complish such a thing.  I would like 
to know from the membership how 
many would be interested in such 
a class.  It would be great to offer 
such a thing but before we begin 
putting more effort into it I need to 
know how many would like to take 
advantage of such a thing.  If there 
is enough of a response we could 
put it together. 

Classroom 
 When we discussed the 

plans for the new offices we de-
signed space for a classroom to 
offer a place for members to use 
for training.  We will soon have the 
space ready and available to meet 
the request of those members 
wanting and needing the training.  
For those who are licensed instruc-
tors, I would like for you to come 
by and see the space to give your 
input as to what materials you may 
need.  If there is a class you would 
like to put on once we get the 
chairs and training tables put in, by 
all means let’s go with it. 

POD 
 Something that no one 

likes to talk about but is vitally im-
portant is planning for the worst.  I 
recently discovered something 
called POD (Pay on Death).  This 
deals with banks and who has ac-
cess or the ability to get funds out 
of an account.  Even if your 
spouse or other family member is 
a signer for the account doesn’t 
mean the bank will release certain 
funds to them.  Each of us who 
work in this line of work needs to 
ensure we have taken these nec-
essary steps to make things easier 
for our families. 

 Each of us needs to have 
at least a simple will in place.  I 
cannot tell you the hardship faced 
when this is not done.  I under-
stand this is not something we like 
to talk about but it needs to be.  A 
simple will is free and easy and is 
another benefit many of you don’t 
take advantage of.  If you would 
like to come by the office to get 
this done please call ahead of time 
to ensure the legal staff is there.  
There are times when they are not 
at the office due to court settings, 
civil service hearings, grievance 
hearings, out on a scene or filing 
things at the courthouse.  Just call 
the office number, press the num-
ber two after you hear options and 
make sure they are there. 

 I would also highly recom-
mend filling out one of the data 
sheets on the coffee table when 
you walk in the front door.  It is ba-
sically a data sheet you could at-
tach to your will. 

 I am going to say it again, 
this is not something we like to do 
or want to do but please don’t 
make things harder for your family 
than it already is when they are 
dealing with everything else.  As 
peace officers we are generally 
rushing to the aid of others in their 
time of need but we procrastinate 
when dealing with taking care of 
our own business. 

Membership Updates 
 I would like to thank all of 

those who have updated their in-
formation with our office.  I would 
also like to thank all of the Stew-
ards who have been out there 
helping get everyone up to date 
with their information.  Everyone’s 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Presidentõs Message 

HOUSTON—Family members 
of an inmate who died under suspi-
cious circumstances while in cus-
tody demanded answers from Har-
ris County officials. 

Norman Hicks, 72, died at a 
Houston hospital on Jan. 22. 

Hicks, who was diagnosed with 
paranoid schizophrenia, was jailed 
on charges of domestic assault on 
Jan. 7. Jail officials confirmed that 
on Jan. 16, he was involved in an 
altercation at the jail. The next day, 
he was transported to the hospital, 
where he later died. 

―Why would they treat him that 
way,‖ asked the inmate’s daughter, 
Marie Hicks-Fields. 

The Harris County Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office has not yet deter-
mined a cause of death, but family 
members are convinced Hicks was 
beaten by a jail employee. 

―He had multiple bone fractures 
in his face and the doctors said he 

had severe brain trauma,‖ said the 
man’s younger daughter, Evange-
line Hicks-Campbell. 

 The Harris County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has launched an internal in-
vestigation, and spokeswoman 
Christina Garza said she was lim-
ited in what she could reveal. 

―I can only confirm that there 
was an altercation Mr. Hicks was 
involved with,‖ said Garza.   ―Under 
the advice of counsel, I can’t get 
into any more than that.‖ 

 A year and a half ago, the U.S. 
Justice Department issued a scath-
ing report, citing what it called the 
―alarming rate of jail deaths‖ in Har-
ris County. 

 Family members planned to 
meet with jail officials. 

 Local activist Quanell X 
planned a major protest in front of 
the jail. 

KHOU Channel 11 News 

Family demands answers 

after man dies in Harris 

County Jailõs custody 

HOUSTON (KTRK) -- A con-
gresswoman has given the Justice 
Department a copy of 2010 surveil-
lance video showing Houston po-
lice allegedly beating a 15-year-old 
burglary suspect. 

U.S. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee 
joins Congressman Al Green in 
seeking a federal investigation in 
the Chad Holley case. 

"I announce today that this mat-
ter is under review. But that I in-
tend also to hopefully secure, as I 
understand it, other tapes that 
have been made available in order 
to present them to the Justice De-
partment as well," said Rep. Jack-
son Lee. 

The congresswoman also said 
she would like to hold some con-
gressional hearings on the issue of 

police actions, not just in Houston, 
but all across the country. 

Nancy Herrera with the US At-
torney's Office said the FBI has 
opened an investigative file into the 
matter. Herrera says the US Attor-
ney's Office is monitoring the state 
investigation. She declined further 
comment. 

Houston police and the FBI say 
the Justice Department has been 
involved since the beginning. In a 
statement released by the FBI, 
they say, "There is nothing new. 
We have been coordinating with 
HPD and the DA from the begin-
ning and nothing has changed. We 
have a case opened to gather this 
info and monitor the local investi-
gation and prosecution. The FBI 

(Continued on page 6) 

Jackson Lee gives feds 

copy of taped HPD beating 
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NEED A JOB----  

NEED A JOB COVERED? 

Call the Extra Job Hotline    

713-841-JOBS 

Boots on the Ground 

or Butts in the Chairs? 

When Sheriff Garcia began his 
campaigning one of the big prom-
ises was more ―BOOTS ON THE 
GROUND‖. To date this really has-
n’t transpired. We’ve definitely 
seen more butts in the chairs of the 
executive bureau with an increase 
of exempt personnel of 4 times the 
amount that were already in place 
with the previous administration. 
Now we can add 4 more to that 
number. 

He continues to ask all the bu-
reaus to do more with less but fails 
to lead by example. He needs to 
do more with less in the executive 
bureau as well. 

One of the individuals he 
brought on board with Commis-
sioners approval is Loren Jackson. 
Prior to Mr. Jackson’s accepting of 
this position he came to the Or-
ganization and explained what he 
would be doing when and if he ac-
cepted the job. His explanation 
was sound and well received. Basi-
cally he will be auditing several ar-
eas in the department and provid-
ing accurate numbers to the audi-
tor’s office since it seems the cur-
rent group responsible for this has 
been unable to get their numbers 
to jive. This should be a good thing 
for us as it should accentuate the 
fat and lean areas which should 
make it apparent where adjust-
ments need to be made. We have 
no problem with Mr. Jackson and 

say it’s about time they got some-
one with integrity to take a hard 
look at the budget issue. 

It appears that all the rest of the 
recent hiree's are from the recently 
defeated commissioner, Sylvia 
Garcia. How these hires got ap-
proval from the commissioners is a 
mystery other than some type of 
political favoritism. The voters of 
this county decided that Ms. Garcia 
was no longer suitable for the posi-
tion she held so why in the world 
should they desire here political 
appointees to retain some type of 
power within county government. If 
they hadn’t held the same view 
points as she, she would not have 
placed them in positions on her 
staff. If they desired to hire people 
to help why didn’t they use these 
positions for more ―BOOTS ON 
THE GROUND‖? Granted it would-
n’t have been very many additional 
bodies but every little bit helps. If 
they would cut the fat from the ex-
ecutive bureau and do more with 
less there that could also add more 
―BOOTS ON THE GROUND‖. Be-
fore you know it you might have 30 
or 40 extra persons working deten-
tions or other positions which are 
currently understaffed. This would 
by no means staunch the flow of 
personnel leaving but it would help 
as well as show that the phrase 
―BOOTS ON THE GROUND‖ was 
not just political rhetoric. 

We need ―BOOTS ON THE 
GROUND‖ not ―BUTTS IN THE 
CHAIRS‖!  

cannot conduct any overt investi-
gation until the local process has 
taken its course." 

Jackson Lee said she also sup-
ports the creation of a local civilian 
review board that would have sub-
poena power, which she says cur-
rently is not happening in the 
Houston area. 

The beating video was first 
seen on Eyewitness News and 
abc13.com in February. Officers 
appear to be kicking and stomping 

Holley. It sparked an uproar from 
the community and a need for an-
swers from the Houston Police De-
partment, the mayor and the dis-
trict attorney. 

Holley in October was convicted 
in juvenile court of burglary and put 
on probation. 

Four officers who were fired 
face various charges. Prosecutors 
had asked that the video not be 
released until their trials. 

KTRK Channel 13 News 

(Continued from page 5) 

Jackson Lee 

specified for a particular purpose 
for simply plugging the budget 
hole, he says it’s not an uncom-
mon strategy in the Texas Legisla-
ture. When he was helping write 
the budget in the Texas House, 
Heflin says, legislators would often 
take unused fees from one entity 
to help fund other priorities. But 
completely axing an agency subsi-
dized with a specific fund, he says, 
is a different matter. ―If they do 
away with the use of that fee to-
tally, then the fee should be taken 
off,‖ Heflin says. 

State Sen. John Whitmire, D-
Houston, agrees. The chairman of 
the Senate Criminal Justice Com-
mittee says the auto theft authority 
has been an effective program. He 

says he understands the financial 
jam the state is in, but that this 
seems like a ―sneaky way‖ to help 
solve the problem. ―These are 
strange times, but it’s just wrong; 
they just shouldn’t do it,‖ Whitmire 
says. ―Either use the funds for the 
stated purpose or don’t charge.‖ 

Even state Sen. Steve Ogden, 
R-Bryan, the Senate's lead budget 
writer, says using the auto theft 
prevention fee for something other 
than auto theft prevention "sounds 
like a problem." Without making 
any promises, he says, he'll con-
sider the issue. "But at the end of 
the day, balancing the budget’s a 
higher priority," Ogden says, "so I’ll 
look at it." 

Texas Tribune 

(Continued from page 1) 

Fuzzy animal  
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force them to open an extra day – 
a move they argue would cost 
them more overhead for little or no 
profits. 

"I think it’s a bad idea," said 
Charlie Skeens, the manager of 
Richard’s Liquors & Fine Wines in 
Upper Kirby. "You know, the law’s 
been in effect forever here. And it’s 
Monday through Saturday, from 10 
a.m. until 9 p.m. If you can’t make 
it in and make that purchase, well, 
then you drink beer on Sunday!" 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
has no official position on the bill—
but the group isn’t against it, said 

John McNamee, the executive di-
rector for MADD Southeast Texas. 
He said MADD is more focused on 
other bills in the legislature specifi-
cally aimed at preventing drunk 
driving. 

Not surprisingly, the liquor mak-
ers support the Sunday sales bill. 
They’d eventually like to see hard 
liquor sold in Texas grocery 
chains, too. 

Ellis said he’d consider such a 
bill in the future, but he would have 
to research it further. 

KHOU Channel 11 News 

Liquor law 

HOUSTON (KTRK) -- A deputy 
was injured and two students arrested 
after a fight at a local high school, say 
authorities. 

The incident happened at Cypress 
Creek High School. The Harris County 
Precinct 4 Constable's Office said they 
were called out to a disturbance at Cy 
Creek where two students were in-
volved in a fight that got out of hand. 
Precinct 4 Chief Mark Herman charac-
terized the fight as a 'mob' and said 
the deputy got between the two stu-
dents to break up the fight when a 
third student jumped on the deputy's 
back. 

The deputy received minor injuries, 
but is back on duty. None of the stu-
dents were hospitalized. 

Chief Herman said two students 
were arrested. Tevin Young, 17, has 
been charged with resisting arrest and 
assault. Travis Smith, 19, has been 
charged with interfering with the duties 
of a police officer. 

A third student ran away from the 
scene, but was pulled out of a vehicle 
in the school's parking lot. 

Cy Fair ISD said five students over-
all received disciplinary action. 

KTRK ABC News 

Travis Smith, 19, (left) has been charged with interfering with the duties of a police 
officer. Tevin Young, 17, has been charged with resisting arrest and assault.  

High school fight leads to 

injured deputy and student 

arrests  

One lawmaker is looking to make 
the state’s 8-liner law a lot less 
fuzzy. 

Current law allows 8-liners for 
―amusement purposes‖ only, and the 
maximum prize payout is limited to 
$5 or 10 times the cost of playing the 
game once, whichever is less. 

Legally, prizes are low-value trin-
kets such as fuzzy animals — lead-
ing to the moniker the ―fuzzy animal 
law.‖ 

It’s no secret many establish-
ments with 8-liners aren’t following 
the law. 

In March 2009, almost $10,000 
was found during a raid on a trailer 
home casino just outside Nacogdo-
ches city limits. 

The (Nacogdoches) Daily Senti-
nel had confirmed large cash pay-
outs during an investigation days 
before the raid. 

But a constitutional amendment 
proposed by Rep. Richard Pena 
Raymond would allow voters to ap-
prove — or outright ban — video slot 
machines within a city or county. The 
proposal also would allow payouts of 
up to $500. 

―The system as it is now currently 
is not working,‖ Raymond, a Democ-
rat from Laredo, said. ―Law enforce-
ment is spending a lot of time going 
into these places running 8-liners 
illegally.‖ 

Initially, Raymond said he wanted 
to outlaw 8-liners altogether. 

―I think a better way would be to 
do away with them completely,‖ he 
said. 

Instead, he came up with a com-
promise he compares to the state’s 
law on alcohol — letting each county 
choose whether to be wet or dry. 

―I tried to come up with something 
that was middle ground,‖ he said. ―I 
thought that was a good approach.‖ 

The proposal also could infuse 
some cash for the state and local 
governments facing budget short-
falls. 

In areas where 8-liners are ap-
proved, the county or city would re-
ceive 70 percent of the permit fees; 
the state would get the other 30 per-
cent. The Legislature would set the 
amount of those fees. 

Local governments could use that 
money to bolster law enforcement, 
Raymond said. 

While that revenue would be wel-
comed, local officials aren’t so sure 
about the effects the amendment 
could bring. 

Nacogdoches County Sheriff 
Thomas Kerss points out that 8-
liners are legal under the current 
law. 

―It’s how the proprietor pays the 
customer who wins,‖ he said. ―It’s 
another attempt to see if Texas 
wants to legalize some other type of 
gambling.‖ 

If 8-liners are legalized, it could 
change the way the sheriff’s office 
operates, he said. 

―It also brings about a different 
type of enforcement problem,‖ he 
said, noting how Louisiana has had 
to make adjustments after legalizing 
its gaming industry. 

Nacogdoches City Manager Jim 
Jeffers said while the increase in 
revenue would help the city, he un-
derstands the 8-liner issue evokes 
strong emotions on both sides. 

―I think that right now, there are a 
lot more questions than answers,‖ 
he said. 

―In these tough economic times, 
we are always looking for new reve-
nue options.‖ 

Kerss said legalizing 8-liners 
wouldn’t make a lot of difference in 
how his office operates. His deputies 
are focusing more on cracking down 
on drunken driver and domestic vio-
lence, he said — not illegal gam-
bling. 

―It probably wouldn’t make a bub-
ble on the radar screen.‖ 

Amending The Constitution 
The Texas Constitution has been 

amended 467 times since it was 
adopted in 1876. Typically, those 
amendments come from the Legisla-
ture through bills called ―joint resolu-
tions.‖ 

If a joint resolution receives ap-
proval from two-thirds of the mem-
bers of the state House and Senate, 
the measure then goes to voters. 
The governor has no veto power. 

Voters then decide — usually at 
the general election in November 
after the legislative session — 
whether to approve or reject the 
amendments. 

Galveston County Daily News 
and Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel 

Lawmaker challenges the ôfuzzy 

animal lawõ 
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From the Chaplainõs Pen 
By Shannon ATTENTION HCDO MEMBERS:  

We need your stories!  
 

We want to hear from you.  The Harris County Star is setting 
aside pages for you to let us know what is going on in your 

workplace.  We will be looking for someone from every district, 
every jail, and each Constable Precinct, along with Baytown and 
the Port, to write a few lines.  You can let us know about major 
arrests, benefits for fellow officers or send out an "Atta-Boy" for 
one of your fellow deputies or supervisors.  Just make sure we 

hear from you.  Send your articles to  retiredhpdcop@gmail.com 

or you can contact HCDO office at 713.659.0005 

Blue/Gold 

It’s a cold windy evening here in 
Liberty, Texas, as I sit and put some 
thoughts to paper.  On this cold night 
our brothers and sisters will be serv-
ing when others are sleeping.  They 
will be meeting the immediate needs 
of citizens who call upon law enforce-
ment to fix every emergency under 
the sun in seconds that it has taken 
them years to mess up. 

Some of those they will meet in 
the course of their duties will be 
grateful.  Some will not.  Some will 
need drastic measures be taken on 
their behalf to bring order into their 
chaos.  Others will simply need a 
kind word, a warm place to sleep, 
and a helping hand.  And in each 
situation, our brethren will do their 
duty even when they don’t feel like it.  
It reminds me of our relationship with 
Jesus.  We call upon Him in the crisis 
moments and expect Him to fix in 
seconds what we have taken time to 
destroy over months and even years.  
Some of us need drastic measures.  
Others simply need to know they are 
loved. 

The Scripture tells us in the Gos-
pel of John chapter 15:9-17 ―9 ―I 
have loved you even as the Father 
has loved me. Remain in my love. 
10 When you obey me, you remain in 
my love, just as I obey my Father 
and remain in his love. 11 I have told 
you this so that you will be filled with 
my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 
12 I command you to love each other 
in the same way that I love you. 
13 And here is how to measure it—
the greatest love is shown when peo-
ple lay down their lives for their 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you 
obey me. 15 I no longer call you ser-

vants, because a master doesn’t 
confide in his servants. Now you are 
my friends, since I have told you eve-
rything the Father told me. 16 You 
didn’t choose me. I chose you. I ap-
pointed you to go and produce fruit 
that will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask for, using 
my name. 17 I command you to love 
each other.‖ (New Living Translation) 

The Lord is clear in His command.  
We are commanded to love one an-
other.  But I want to challenge you to 
not let your love stop at the ―Thin 
Blue Line‖.  I want to encourage you 
to love those we serve, and yes, try 
to love those we arrest.  I can hear it 
now, ―Shannon has lost His mind!‖  
No I haven’t.  I’m trying to teach you 
what Jesus taught us in the word.  
He taught us to love our enemies. 

Matt 5:43-48, ―43 "You have 
heard that it was said, 'Love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy. 44 
But I tell you: Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, 45 
that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise 
on the evil and the good, and sends 
rain on the righteous and the un-
righteous. 46 If you love those who 
love you, what reward will you get? 
Are not even the tax collectors doing 
that? 47 And if you greet only your 
brothers, what are you doing more 
than others? Do not even pagans do 
that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly Father is per-
fect.‖ (New International Version) 

My friends, love the people 
around you, no matter who they are. 

In His Service, 
Shannon 

efforts have made a huge impact 
in making this happen.  Having 
said that there are more folks who 
we will be contacting to get us up 
to 100%.  Once again we are quick 
to help others but slow in taking 
care of our own matters. 

 The board has been striv-
ing to increase our standing 

throughout Harris County and be-
yond.  We have been improving 
our image and with the member-
ships efforts we continue on this 
task we have set for ourselves. 

 Be your brother’s and sis-
ter’s keeper and remember Rule 
#1, Go home at the end of your 
day. 

(Continued from page 5) 

The Houston Police Depart-
ment says there’s been a dramatic 
increase in drivers running red 
lights after voters put the brakes 
on red-light cameras in November. 

The numbers were released 
following the first full month HPD 
has not used the cameras to issue 
citations. 

The cameras are still 
on while a contract dis-
pute with the cameras’ 
manufacturer, American 
Traffic Solutions, plays 
out in federal court. How-
ever, no one’s receiving 
any tickets as a result of 
the cameras’ video. 

HPD is still monitoring 
a few of the intersections 
to analyze how many 
drivers are running the lights. To 
deter drivers, HPD has placed de-
coy police cruisers at several loca-
tions. 

"When the voters voted (the 
cameras) out, they took that tool 
away from us,‖ said Asst. Chief 
Vicki King. ―And it has resulted in 
our intersections becoming more 
dangerous than ever before." 

One of the busiest intersections 
has been the Southwest Freeway 
at Beechnut. In January of 2010, 
that camera snapped pictures of 
more than 2,770 potential red-light 

runners. 
They were ―potential‖ because 

not all of those pictures resulted in 
citations upon further review, HPD 
said. 

But compare that to January 
2011 -- the first full month with the 
cameras – and the number of pic-

tures snapped jumped 
to 3,811. 
That’s a 38 percent 
rise. 
Another busy intersec-
tion was Beechnut at 
South Gessner. The 
number of pictures 
there jumped by 52 
percent. 
"That surprised even 
us,‖ King said. 
HPD also said that 

during one week in January, offi-
cers issued just 145 tickets. That’s 
significantly less than the 667 av-
erage daily citations when the 
cameras were active. 

Paul Kubosh, the attorney and 
outspoken critic who was behind 
the campaign to put the cameras 
on the November ballot, said the 
reason for the drop in tickets was 
that Mayor Annise Parker had cut 
back on officers’ overtime. 

"The reason why police officers 
are writing fewer tickets is be-

(Continued on page 12) 

Presidentõs Message 

HPD: Red-light runners increase 

without cameras 
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training should listen to the commen-
tary of the trainer for these signs. A 
couple comments that are easily 
identifiable are (if you ever hear a 
trainer speak any of the following 
phrases, my suggestion would be to 
stay away from that trainer): 

    1.) ―There are others that can 
do a good job, but I am the only one 
that can do it right.‖ A person that 
makes this claim is nothing more 
than an egomaniac and needs to do 
a serious reality check. This profes-
sion called ―law enforcement‖ pro-
gressed long before he was around. 
Although he made some significant 
and positive changes while he was 
involved, the profession will continue 
along just fine without him. 

    2.) ―If you do not train in my 
way, officers will die.‖ This is a very 
scary statement. It is self-serving and 
a morbid prophecy to announce. Is 
this trainer actually hoping that offi-
cers will die in order to prove his 
point? 

Officers seeking training should 
also be aware of false claims of suc-
cess. One false claim of success is a 
trainer publishing his own ―research 
project‖ to validate the success of his 
own training. A researcher should 
never attempt the validate something 
that he/she is a vested interest in 
through a research project that is 
designed, administered and analyzed 
by the same researcher. This would 
be similar to a medical study that is 
questioned by many because it was 

done under the aegis of a major 
pharmaceutical company. Any first 
year research student can immedi-
ately see the fatal flaw of researcher 
bias in this ―research.‖ This bias, re-
ferred to as ―confirmation bias,‖ is 
described as the tendency to look for 
and perceive evidence consistent 
with the researcher’s own hypothe-
ses and to deny, dismiss or distort 
evidence that is not (Lilienfeld, S. 
(November 2010), Fudge Factor. Sci-
entific American, vol. 303, number 5, 
p. 18). 

Instructors should have an inter-
est and a passion for their topic. 
They should remain current in their 
craft in order to stay relevant. When 
the passion becomes completely 
consuming it turns into an obsession 
to the point that the trainer becomes 
the megalomaniac as described 
above, he can become dangerously 
closed minded to the validity of the 
ideas of others. 

After the obsession phase comes 
the fanaticism phase. Here the 
trainer will not only believe that he is 
the only one but will do everything in 
his power to undermine the efforts 
and credibility of other trainers. 

Never Stop Learning 
Our profession thrives because of 

the different thoughts and opinions of 
officers, deputies and trainers. One 
becomes better when they learn to 
respect the opinions of others even if 
they do not agree with these opin-

(Continued on page 12) 

How many police officers and 

recruits have heard a law  

enforcement trainer begin a 

sentence with something to 

the effect of, "I'm the only 

one..." 

By Ed Flosi (PoliceOne.com) 

How many of you have worked 
with or trained with someone who 
came off as if they thought they were 
the only one who could teach you 
whatever the topic was? It is one 
thing to be confident in your knowl-
edge or skills in the topic being 
taught. It is a completely different 
thing to believe you are the ―only‖ 
one who can accomplish something. 
This mindset might come from a con-
dition known as Megalomania (see 
also, Narcissistic Personality Disor-
der), a psychiatric disorder in which 
the patient experiences delusions of 
great power and importance. 

There are several very good train-
ers available to law enforcement per-
sonnel. Most of them are competent 
and modest trainers letting their skills 
speak for them. Then there are some 
who feel that the law enforcement 
world as we know it will suddenly 
collapse and dissolve if they are not 
put in charge of all aspects of train-
ing. These trainers would rather de-
liver some ego-driven diatribe about 
how they are the only one that can 
do the training right. 

It is expected that a trainer is con-
fident in his skills. Indeed, it is abso-
lutely necessary that a trainer be 
confident and competent. As with 
most things, too much can be a bad 
thing. When the overconfidence turns 
into megalomania, it becomes a 
problem. In order to help illustrate the 
difference, here is a tale of two train-
ers. 

A Tale of Two Trainers 
There once was a lead academy 

trainer (―Joe‖ for the purpose of dis-
tinction) who was considered a great 
trainer. Joe had a quiet confidence 
that was awe inspiring. He was ex-
tremely competent and he let his ex-
pertise show through his actions. He 
was open to the ideas of others and 
in fact would seek validation of his 
ideas through the other trainers. With 
the input of other instructors, Joe de-
veloped a solid lesson plan. Joe’s 
secret was to remain centered and 
open to the ideas of others. Joe’s 
story has a happy ending; he was 

extremely successful and enjoyed 
several years of success. 

Another lead academy trainer 
(―Mike‖ for the purpose of distinction), 
who had an instructional career that 
started much like Joe’s but took a 
bad turn and ended differently. One 
day Mike decided that he had trans-
formed into the one true prophet who 
had no equal. Mike announced that 
―he‖ was ―the only one‖ that could 
deliver the training right. He sternly 
warned any opposition that if the 
agency did not follow his training that 
―officers will die.‖ From that day for-
ward he started to become a ―one-
man-show.‖ 

Mike began to believe this delu-
sion based partially on the feedback 
from his neophyte students while 
completely ignoring the warnings 
from the other seasoned members of 
the training cadre. Indeed, the need 
for self-approval became so strong 
and his identity so closely married to 
the feedback from the recruits that he 
would do anything to win their ap-
proval including changing the entire 
curriculum so that they would ―have 
fun‖ while completely ignoring the 
lesson plan. He was no longer inter-
ested in the ideas or opinions of the 
other instructors. He was unrespon-
sive to the concerns of the command 
staff about the type of training he 
was delivering. In his mind, he had 
truly become the only one. 

Mike’s megalomania caused such 
tension within the training cadre that 
the other instructors felt compelled to 
leave the program before it imploded 
into itself. This was of no conse-
quence for Mike since now he would 
be able to bring in less experienced 
trainers that would mindlessly follow 
and worship him. Eventually the pro-
gram did implode and Mike was re-
moved as the lead instructor. 

Mike’s condition and his growing 
fanaticism would not allow him to see 
that he had become his own worst 
asset, causing him to lose the one 
thing that helped to establish his 
identity. His narcissistic rage caused 
him to blame only others, and his 
new life mission became only to un-
dermine the new lead instructor. 
Mike’s story has a sad and miserable 
ending. 

The Warning Signs 
There are many warning signs 

that a trainer may have these delu-
sions of grandeur. Officers seeking 

Megalomania and law enforcement training 
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Family Matters 
Births * Deaths * Illness  

Retirements * Promotions 

Grandberry-Owens 

Shai Grandberry-Owens is retir-
ing! 

 Miller 

Deputy Thomas Miller, District V 
Patrol, is retiring! 

Schield 

Sgt. Debra Schield, Crime Vic-
tim Assistance, Retiring! 

 

Deaths 

Lewis 

The older brother of Deputy Em-
mett Lewis passed away suddenly.  
Please keep the Emmett family in 
your thoughts & prayers. 

Alvarez 

Mr. Frank Alvarez, Jr., Step-
Father of Nicole Palos, Executive 
Bureau, passed away on Friday, 
January 14, 2011. Our sincere 
sympathy and prayers are ex-
tended to Nicole and her family 
during this difficult loss. 

Preston 

Howard E. Preston, father of 
Food Service Manager, Johnny 
Preston, Community Support Bu-
reau - 1200 Kitchen, passed away 
Sunday, January 16, 2011. Please 
keep Johnny and his family in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

Black 

Mr. Jack Black, father of Deputy 
John Black (District II Patrol), 
passed away on Tuesday, January 
18, 2011. 

 Please keep the Black family in 
your thoughts and prayers during 
this difficult time. 

Wright 

Mother of Deputy Tracy Wright 
& Grandmother of Deputy Jason 
Ricamore 

Audine McCarty Wright, mother 
of Deputy Tracy Wright (District V 
Patrol) and grandmother of Deputy 
Jason Ricamore (District III Patrol) 
passed away. 

Please keep the Wright and Ri-
camore families in your thoughts 
and prayers during this difficult 
time. 

Scott 

It is with great sadness to inform 
you that Ms. Robert Scott, Great-
Grandmother of Detention Officer 
Alisha Hicks, Detetnion Bureau 

(1307 Jail Facility), passed away 
on Janaury 19, 2011.  Ms. Scott 
was a life-long resident of Vicks-
burg , Mississippi . 

Please keep the Scott and 
Hicks families in your thoughts and 
prayers during this difficult time. 

Lawler 

We are so sorry to report that 
Frances M. Lawler, Mother of 
Alaina Rivera, Communications 
Division, 1301 Franklin , passed 
away. 

 Please let our thoughts and 
prayers be with the Lawler/Rivera 
families during this difficult time. 

Waybright 

Ms. Ema Waybright, grand-
mother of Deputy Aaron Waybright 
(District III Patrol), passed away on 
Tuesday, January 25, 2011. 

Please keep the Waybright fam-
ily in your thoughts and prayers 
during this difficult time. 

Barnes 

Sgt. Fred Barnes was hospital-
ized last night.  He is in Methodist 
Hospital Downtown - ICU.  No visi-
tors or phone calls per the family's 
request until further notice. 

Please keep Fred in your 
thoughts and prayers during this 
time.  We wish him a speedy and 
full recovery.  Updates will be 
posted as needed. 

Morrow 

We have been informed that 
Tim Morrow, son of retired Sgt 
Stan Morrow passed away. 

Please keep Stan and his family 
in your thoughts and prayers 

Alfred 

Herbert Alfred, brother of Lori 
Francis (Traffic) passed away on 
February 1, 2011 after his battle 
with cancer. 

Please keep Lori and the Alfred 
family in your thouhts and prayers 
during this very difficult time of 
loss. 

Weiner 

Mrs. Gloria Alma Weiner, 
mother of Deputy Gabriel Weiner, 
passed away on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 1, 2011. 

Please keep Gabriel and his 
family in your thoughts and prayers 
during this most difficult time. 

Births 

West 

Ms. Ann (West) Ragsdale, Le-
gal Services, is proud to announce 
the birth of her FIRST Grand-
daughter, Laney Jo West.  Laney 
was born Janurary 19, 2011 at 
10:42am to her parents, Michael 
and Shanna West. Laney is a 
health baby girl and weighed 7lbs 
& 15oz and was 20 1/2" long. Mom 
and Laney are doing well at home. 
Big brother, Alex, is so happy to 
finally meet his little sister. Mom 
and Laney are at home now and 
are doing well.Congratulations to 
the West and Ragsdale families on 
their new addition! 

Silvio 

Major Ronnie Silvio is a Paw-
paw for the second time! 

Matthews 

Sgt. Karen Petty, CALEA - Law 
Enforcement Accreditation, is 
proud to announce the birth of her 
first grandchild, Connor James 
Matthews. Connor was born Mon-
day, January 3, 2011 at 3:10pm to 
his parents, Jessica and Mark Mat-
thews. Connor is a healthy baby 
boy and weighed in at 6.5 lbs.  
Mom and baby are doing well and 
Grandma Petty is ready to let the 
spoiling begin.Congratulations to 
the Matthews and Petty familiies 
on their new addition! 

Meyer 

First Grandchild for Sgt. Joe 
King, Crimes Against Children 

Sgt. Joe King, General Investi-
gations Division, Crimes Against 
Children, is proud to announce the 
birth of his first grandchild.  Eli 
Joshua Meyer was born this morn-
ing and weighed in at 7 lb., 7 oz.  
Proud parents Travis and Casey 
Meyer are delighted with their new 

little bundle of joy.  Mom and baby 
are doing fine. 

Congratulations to the King and 
Meyer families on this most joyous 
occasion. 

Dunn 

Baby girl for Deputy Matthew 
Dunn (Traffic) 

Deputy Mathew Dunn, Traffic 
Enforcement Section, and his wife 
Michelle, are proud to announce 
the arrival of their daughter.  
Baylee Joe was born Thursday 
January 6, 2011.  She weighed in 
at 8lbs 13ozs.  Dad, mom and 
baby are doing fine.  Her big sister 
and brother are excited about the 
arrival of their new baby sister! 

Congratulations to the Dunn 
family 

 

Illness 

Case 

Deputy J.R. Case (1307 Night 
Watch) is recovering from surgery 
at Willowbrook Methodist Hospital , 
Room 7418. 

Deputy Case will be accepting 
phone calls beginning Thursday, 
January 27, 2011, at (713) 545-
2912. 

Please keep Deputy J.R. Case 
in your thoughts and prayers. 

Olson 

Detention Officer James Olson 
is currently in West Houston Hospi-
tal undergoing testing. His wife re-
ports that he is doing fine and wel-
comes phone calls. He is in room 
610 but you can contact James 
directly at (281) 588-8610. 

 Please keep James in your 
thoughts and prayers as we wish 
him a speedy recovery! 
 

Retirements 



cause they're in revolt.‖ Kubosh 
said. 

He also blasted HPD’s asser-
tion that the intersections were 
more dangerous. 

"I do not believe the statistics,‖ 
he said. ―I think they're lying." 

Kubosh repeated his previous 
claim that the city attorney was 
purposefully losing the federal 
court case against ATS because 
the mayor’s administration wanted 
the cameras back in service. 

"What we have here is a care-
ful, orchestrated plan to try to con-
vince the public that the cameras 
need to come back because the fix 
is in," Kubosh said. 

The Parker administration has 
strongly denied that it is conspiring 
with ATS. 

"The voters spoke on this issue 
and we respect that,‖ Asst. Chief 
King said. ―But we need for the 
public to be informed. We want 
them to know what a valuable tool 
they have taken away from us." 

Also after the numbers were 
released, a separate national study 
released by the 
Insurance Institute 
for Highway Safety 
seemed to back up 
claims that red-light 
cameras made 
streets safer. The 
study concluded 
that the cameras 
have reduced the 
rate of deadly 
crashes by 24 per-

cent in 14 large cities that intro-
duced them between 1996 and 
2004. 

ATS praised those numbers as 
well as HPD’s statistics released. 

―That finding is consistent with 
what we've seen since the cam-
eras stopped issuing violations,‖ 
ATS spokesman Charles Territo 
said in an e-mail. ―As the IIHS 
study shows, cameras save lives 
and change driver behavior.‖ 

Kubosh ripped the national 
study, saying it was funded by in-
surance companies who want to 
better track red-light offenses so 
they can raise insurance premi-
ums. 

Channel 11 News KHOU 

(Continued from page 8) 
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TEXAS CITY, Texas — A drink, 
possibly a mojito, with condensation 
glistening on a plastic cup was found 
in a slain police cadet’s car, but the 
cup’s rim wasn’t tested for DNA, ac-
cording to testimony. 

Doorknobs and garage openers 
likely touched by a killer also were 
not tested for DNA, a defense attor-
ney representing a man accused of 
strangling his girlfriend said. 

Day four of testimony in the mur-
der trial of Gifford "J.J." Johnson, 36, 
included defense attorney Greg Rus-
sell questioning Texas City police 
homicide investigators. 

The trial in Judge Wayne J. Mal-
lia’s 405th District Court in Galveston 
concerning the death of Teresa Marie 
Wright, 33, was delayed for a day by 
an ice storm that forced the closure of 
the Galveston County Justice Center. 

Wright, who was studying to be-
come a police officer, was found by 
her teenage daughter dead last Val-
entine’s Day in a foyer between her 
garage and house on Woodrow 
Street in Texas City. 

The evening before, Wright cele-
brated Mardi Gras with her sister and 
friends in Galveston and was last 
seen with Johnson. 

Police found Wright’s car, with a 
slightly damaged front end, parked in 
her garage with the passenger door 
slightly open. 

55 Pieces Of Evidence 
Texas City police crime scene in-

vestigator Richard Morris dusted 
Wright’s car for fingerprints and used 
swabs on the emergency trunk hatch, 
trunk carpet and trunk speakers to 
collect DNA. 

In all, police logged 55 pieces of 
evidence related to the death of 
Wright, who was known by the first 
name Teri. 

"Whoever was in the garage that 
strangled Teri would have had to exit 
the garage," Russell said. "They 
would have had to turn that knob." 

Russell asked Morris if he 
swabbed the garage remote in 
Wright’s car. 

"I don’t believe so," Morris said. 
Police didn’t test the drink found in 

the passenger side cup holder for 
alcohol. It was a clear drink in a 
transparent cup that contained gar-
nishment, possibly mint leaves. A 
toxicology screen of Wright’s blood 

found no presence of alcohol. 
Russell asked Morris why he did-

n’t swab the drink cup’s rim. Morris 
said he didn’t recall why it wasn’t 
done. 

"That’s a pretty almost crucial 
piece of evidence, just as the door-
knobs that exit the garage, and those 
weren’t swabbed?" Russell asked. 
"You’d think that would be one of the 
first things swabbed. The cup still has 
condensation on it in a dead person’s 
vehicle." 

Wright’s car was damaged, miss-
ing a piece of plastic from the front 
bumper, which police found in her 
side yard. There also were tire tracks 
indicating the automobile spun in the 
yard. 

Police found blades of grass on 
Wright’s clothing and in her car, but 
testimony didn’t reveal how the car 
damage or grass related to Wright’s 
death. 

Prosecutor Bill Reed spent time 
reviewing the defendant’s cell phone 
call logs with lead detective Earl 
Mendenhall. 

Roses, Card Found In Trunk 
Police looked for Johnson for six 

days until arresting him in Houston on 
Feb. 19, 2010. Officers found roses 
and an unsigned Valentine’s Day 
card in the trunk of Johnson’s car. 

Police also found a jacket, which 
contained a wallet with no cash, a 
flashlight, two cell phones and cell 
phone batteries. It is unclear if the 
batteries were in his phones or just 
backups. 

Cell phone records reveal Wright 
called Johnson five times Feb. 13. 
There were no calls between the two 
thereafter, according to testimony. 

In his opening statement, Russell 
said Johnson went to Louisiana to 
celebrate Mardi Gras. 

Reed said Johnson was a killer, 
who disappeared after his girlfriend’s 
death. The defendant was a normally 
reliable employee, who didn’t show 
for work, Reed said. 

Among the witnesses the state 
intends to call are relatives of the de-
fendant, a DNA expert and a U.S. 
marshal. 

The defense has not indicated 
whether it will present witnesses. 

Galveston County Daily News 

ions. When an officer sees the ideas 
of others, he or she should look at 
those ideas objectively. If he/she dis-
agrees with the topic, it is important 
that they express their disagreement 
so that others can see an opposing 
viewpoint. If they choose to comment 
about the idea, they should remain 
mindful to keep the comments to the 
topic without turning it into a per-
sonal attack about the trainer. 

The point is that we are better as 
a collective with all the years of ex-

perience being shared with each 
other. Even if it is a discussion an 
officer disagrees with, he or she 
should take that opportunity to learn 
something from it and become a bet-
ter operator. Once an officer feels 
they have accumulated enough 
knowledge they may decide to be-
come a trainer on any particular 
topic. Even as a trainer, never stop 
learning. Once a trainer has become 
―the only one,‖ he or she has be-
come obsolete. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Red light 

Megalomania Cup in slain cadetõs car not 

tested for DNA 



everyone is going to retire someday, 
unless, of course, they happen to die 
before reaching retirement age. Retir-
ing and eating are necessities. College 
is a luxury. Lots of people succeed in 
life without going to college, and thou-
sands have worked their way through 
college. I worked 40 to 60 hours a 
week in college, and I still graduated in 
four years. 

Having a college fund set aside by 
your parents is really nice, if they can 
afford that kind of thing. But you can 
go to school by getting good grades, 
applying for scholarships, working your 
tail off, and choosing a school you can 
afford. I believe in education, but there 
are lots of ways to get a college de-
gree other than having your parents 
foot the bill. 

The last time I checked, there 
aren’t any good ways to retire except 
for getting yourself ready for retire-
ment. I mean, you can always live off 
Social Insecurity and buy that great 
cookbook, ―72 Ways to Prepare Alpo 
and Love It,‖ but I don’t consider that a 
plan. 

In short, college funding is not a 
necessity. That’s why it follows saving 
for retirement in the Baby Steps. 
Should you try to save up for your kid’s 
college education? Sure, if you can. 
But there are lots of parents out there 
who won’t be able to pay a dime to-
ward someone’s college education. 
And that doesn’t make them bad par-
ents! 

—Dave 
 

Why insurance and 

not warranties? 

Dear Dave, 
Can you explain how you view the 

difference between warranties and 
other types of insurance? 

Anonymous 
 
Dear Anonymous, 
The purpose of insurance is to 

transfer risk that you cannot afford to 
accept. Let’s look at life insurance as 
an example. 

I recommend having about 10 
times your annual income wrapped up 
in a good, level term life insurance 
policy. If you make $50,000 a year, 
have a family, and you don’t have 
$500,000 saved up, then your family 
cannot afford the risk of you dying and 
losing that income. In cases like this, 
you buy insurance to transfer the risk. 
Now, once you have that kind of 
money saved up, and especially if you 
have no debt, you won’t need the in-
surance policy, because you’re self-
insured. 

When it comes to items like war-
ranties on things, I look at it this way: If 
you can’t afford for the item to break 
and pay out of your own pocket to 
have it fixed without it crushing you 
financially, then you can’t afford that 
item. Don’t go out and buy some big, 
fancy computer if you can’t afford the 
repair shop bill if it crashes. 

You shouldn’t be buying stuff if 
you’re that broke. Period! 

—Dave 

Blue/Gold 
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Need Extra Cash? 
HCDO members can earn big commissions by selling or referring 
advertisers to the Harris County Star.  Any business that wants to 
have Harris County Deputies as customers would love to adver-
tise in The Star so it is as easy as asking them.  You can earn 
hundreds of dollars a month, every month, and help your union 
out at the same time. 

Call us for more information or visit the HCDO website at 
www.hcdo.com  

The Harris County Star   
Phone/Fax: 713 -659-0005         

or simply email us at...      
sharpstrite@comcast.net  

Girlfriend's money 

problems 

Dear Dave, 
I’m fairly responsible with finances, 

but my girlfriend is in a terrible finan-
cial situation with a lot of credit card 
debt, an expensive car payment, and a 
big, fancy apartment. Plus, she just 
quit her job because she didn’t like it 
anymore. Now, she’s thinking about 
filing bankruptcy and thinks us moving 
in together will help solve her prob-
lems. If she can’t handle her finances 
on her own, what’s going to happen if 
we get together? Can you help? 

Dino 
 
Dear Dino, 
This is someone to keep dating, not 

marry right now or move in with, and 
see if she changes her spending hab-
its. You’d have a very tough life being 
married to this woman, unless she 
makes some real attitude adjustments 
where her money is concerned. 

I can’t say if she’s technically bank-
rupt, but she definitely needs to move 
into a cheaper apartment and sell the 
car for starters. Still, bankruptcy’s not 
going to solve anything if she’s got a 
heart problem. By this, I mean if she 
buys stuff to try and make her happy 
and lives beyond her means in the 
process. 

Lots of people have the idea that 
they are what they drive, or they are 
where they live. Those are heart prob-
lems, and that’s the way I was many 
years ago until I had some sense 
knocked into me by going broke. Then, 
I realized I had to stop and make some 
changes. 

This doesn’t mean that she isn’t 
worthy of your love or she’s a terrible 
person, but it does mean that the girl 
has got some growing up to do. Money 
matters aside, you don’t quit your job 
without a plan unless you’re being 
sexually harassed or abused, or 
there’s some matter of principle at 
stake. Leaving one job for another is 
okay. But the idea of deciding you just 
don’t like something, and walking 
away from it when you’ve got a bunch 
of bills, is just plain irresponsible. 

She’s probably not bankrupt, but 
there are some definite character is-
sues that need to be addressed. 
Hopefully, you two can work through 
this together. 

—Dave 
 

So, he knows how to 

manage money? 

Dear Dave, 
My husband likes to borrow money 

on fix-up projects around the house. 
He says he knows how to manage 
money, and will pay the loans back 
quickly. The other day, he came to me 
for money to make the payment on the 
latest loan he took out. Then, he 
started fussing at me when I didn’t 
have the money to make the payment. 
It’s not the first time this sort of thing 
has happened. How can I make it 
stop? 

Crystal 
 
Dear Crystal, 
This guy needs a swift kick in his 

rear end! He says he knows how to 
manage money, but he doesn’t know 
how to save up to re-wire the garage? 

It sounds to me like you’ve got am 
overgrown teenager on your hands 
instead of a husband. It’s bad enough 
that he can’t take care of his own re-
sponsibilities, but then he turns around 
and fusses when you won’t do it for 
him. That’s ridiculous! 

Marriage is all about unity. Once 
the rings go on those fingers it’s a we 
thing, not a me thing. Husbands and 
wives should work together to form a 
game plan that will help them win in 
life, and that includes finances. 

I think you should take the money 
he’s asking for and use it to see a 
good marriage counselor. There are 
some real issues here that need atten-
tion. You guys need to deal with them, 
and create a real marriage, before this 
situation gets any worse! 

—Dave 
 

Why retirement before 

college? 

Dear Dave, 
I noticed that your Baby Steps list 

puts saving for retirement before sav-
ing for your kid’s college fund. Sending 
your kids to college would come first 
on the timeline, so why do you suggest 
this? 

Jen 
 
Dear Jen, 
I advise this approach because 
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TRAINING 

Law Enforcement operations in the United 

States.  

Force Training Instruction: Hand-

gun Retention and Defenses against 

Handgun Threats ï March 8th ï 8a.m.  

Eight-hour course.  Student must be a 

commissioned Peace Officer.  $10.00 fee 

for students not funded by Harris County.  

The goal of the HCSO Force Training 

Defensive Tactics System is to teach the 

Peace Officer how to effectively deal with 

situations where force; up to and including 

deadly force, is used against them and an 

immediate response is required. This is an 

integrated and comprehensive system that 

teaches the Peace Officer how to recog-

nize danger at the earliest possible mo-

ment and to react with the appropriate 

level of force with little or no hesitation.  

Prerequisite: Force Training Instruction - 

Basic Combatives and Self Defense.  This 

is a physically demanding course.  Student 

supplies: gun belt, towel and water bottle.      

Force Training Instruction: Knife 

Defense ï March 9th ï 8a.m.  Eight-hour 

course.  Student must be a commissioned 

Peace Officer, Cadet or Detention Officer.  

$10.00 fee for students not funded by Har-

ris County.  The HCSO Force Training 

Defensive Tactics System is to teach the 

Peace Officer how to effectively deal with 

situations where force; up to and including 

deadly force, is used against them and an 

immediate response is required. This is an 

integrated and comprehensive system that 

teaches the Peace Officer how to recog-

nize danger at the earliest possible mo-

ment and to react with the appropriate 

level of force with little or no hesitation. 

The objective of this course is to teach the 

student how to effectively defend and 

counter attack against a subject who 

threatens or attacks them with an edged 

weapon. The ultimate goal is to keep the 

peace officer safe from harm and to give 

him/her the confidence and security to 

perform their duties effectively. Course 

curriculum is designed to prevent injury to 

the individual and limit injury to the un-

ruly subject, as well. Prerequisite: Force 

Training Instruction - Basic Combatives 

and Self Defense. This is a physically de-

manding course. Student supplies: gun 

belt, handcuff and handcuff key, towel and 

water bottle.  

State and Federal Law Update-3181 

(2009-2011) ï March 9th ï 8a.m.; March 

15th ï 8a.m.  Three-hour course.  $10.00 

fee for students not funded by Harris 

County.  This course will familiarize law 

enforcement personnel with selected bills 

passed by the 81st Legislative Session.  

Meets required training as cited in the 

Texas Occupations Code 1701.351(a). 

Basic Tactical Trauma Care ï 

March 9
th

 ï 12p.m.; March 21
st
 ï 8a.m.  

Four-hour course.  $10 fee for students not 

funded by Harris County.  This class is 

designed to give the student a basic under-

standing of injury care in the tactical envi-

ronment.  This class may or may not be 

taught in conjunction with the 12 hour 

Building Entry Techniques. 

Anti-Terrorism for the Patrol Offi-

cer – March 10th – 8a.m.  Eight-hour 

course.  The specialized training involved 

in this course is designed specifically for 

patrol officers to be able to identify poten-

tial terrorism related criminal activity, 

terrorism weaponsô components including 

CBRNE weapons systems, measures that 

can be utilized to discover and potentially 

counter terrorist operations.  The course 

will cover the threat of terrorism world-

wide and how this affects Law Enforce-

ment operations in the United States.  

Ropes Challenge Course High Ele-

ments Advance ï March 10th ï 8a.m.  16-

hour course.  The goal of the course is to 

help the student with personal achieve-

ments by confronting fears and/or anxie-

ties which will build self confidence, 

hence building more team reliance. The 

goal is also to explore the fundamentals of 

trust, craftsmanship, coaching, and team-

work.  Limitations: Officers may not 

weigh in excess of 300 pounds due to 

equipment limitations.  This course is out-

side and takes place on raised equipment, 

inclement weather may result in the class 

being cancelled. It is the student's respon-

sibility to verify the class has not been 

cancelled by calling the Academy at (281) 

436-2900.       

CPR/First Aid/AED (Course Num-

ber 3800) – March 10th ï 8a.m.; March 

21st ï 8a.m.; March 23rd ï 8a.m.; March 

25th ï 8a.m. Eight-hour course.  The pur-

pose of the Heartsaver First Aid Course is 

to teach rescuers the knowledge and psy-

chomotor skills they need to recognize 

(Continued on page 15) 

March Training  

Opportunities ð Harris 

County Sheriffõs  

Academy 

The Harris County Sheriff's Acad-

emy is certified by the Texas Commis-

sion on Law Enforcement Standards 

and Education and abides by its rules. 

Training certificates are provided to 

all students who satisfactorily com-

plete Academy courses, and all train-

ing is reported to TCLEOSE. Certain 

courses require prerequisites (as indi-

cated in the course descriptions) 

which must be met prior to acceptance 

for admission.  

The Academy charges a nominal fee 

for individuals sponsored by agencies 

not funded by Harris County:  

Basic Law Enforcement - $550.00  

Advanced Training Classes - $1.00 per 

contact hour with a minimum charge 

of $10.00 per course  

The fee must be paid on the first day of 

class by cash, cashiers check, agency 

check or money order made payable to 

"HARRIS COUNTY". We cannot ac-

cept personal checks.  

Some courses taught by outside ven-

dors require an additional fee. This fee 

applies to all students, and should be 

paid according to the instructions 

listed in the course description.  
Marksmanship Course – March 1st ï 

9a.m. and 1p.m.  Two-hour course.  Stu-

dent must be a Commissioned HCSO 

Peace Officer.  No Fee.  This course con-

sists of classroom and range time. Class-

room instruction will include topics such 

as stance, pistol grip, sight picture, sight 

alignment, trigger control and ammuni-

tion. Range instruction will be practical 

applications.  Students must successfully 

negotiate the HCSO qualifying course to 

receive training credit.  

Course Materials: 

*Ammunition for HCSO personnel will be 

provided with the exception of six street 

loads for use during the qualifying round. 

*Sam Browne and Handgun 

*Eye Protection 

*Ear Protection (the range will have ear 

protection available) 

Off Duty Weapons Course ï March 

2nd ï 8a.m.  Eight-hour course.  Student 

must be a Commissioned HCSO Peace 

Officer.  The Off Duty Weapons Course is 

designed to teach the undercover, plain-

clothes, and off-duty officer how to carry 

their weapon and draw and engage in a 

deadly force confrontation.  The instruc-

tion will cover the pros and cons of using 

a holster and not using a holster while car-

rying a weapon on or off duty.  The course 

also covers the variety of holsters that are 

available and their pros and cons.  Stu-

dents upon the successful completion of 

dry fire drills will learn to draw and en-

gage in a close quarter combat situation 

during live-fire drills.  Ammunition for 

this course is provided by department. 

Intermediate Use of Force in a Jail 

Setting – March 7th ï 8a.m.  16-hour 

course.  $16.00 fee for students not funded 

by Harris County.  This course will pro-

vide County Correction Officers with a 

basic understanding of the Statutory Au-

thority for Use of Force, force models, use 

of force options and knowledge of the 

causes of disruptive behavior and distur-

bances. If Basic Jailer certificate was is-

sued on or after March 1, 1993, then all of 

the following courses must be completed 

to qualify for the Intermediate Jailer cer-

tificate:  

Å 3501 Intermediate Suicide Detection and 

Prevention in Jails  

Å 3502 Intermediate Inmate Rights and 

Privileges  

Å 3503 Intermediate Interpersonal Commu-

nications in a Jail Setting  

Å 3504 Intermediate Use of Force in a Jail 

Setting  

Å 2109 Spanish for Law Enforcement 

Anti-Terrorism for the Patrol Offi-

cer ï March 8th ï 8a.m.; March 9th ï 

8a.m.  Eight-hour course.  The specialized 

training involved in this course is designed 

specifically for patrol officers to be able to 

identify potential terrorism related crimi-

nal activity, terrorism weaponsô compo-

nents including CBRNE weapons systems, 

measures that can be utilized to discover 

and potentially counter terrorist opera-

tions.  The course will cover the threat of 

terrorism worldwide and how this affects 
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Law Enforcement Agency.  $10.00 fee for 

students not funded by Harris County.  

This course is designed to provide county 

corrections officers with an understanding 

of offenders with mental impairments, 

suicidal behavior, and methods for detec-

tion and prevention of suicide. Suicide 

prevention should begin at arrest and con-

tinue throughout the individualôs stay in a 

correctional facility. Experience has 

shown that almost all jail suicides can be 

averted with implementation of a compre-

hensive prevention program that includes: 

staff training, intake screening, communi-

cation between staff, appropriate and safe 

housing, frequent observation, prompt 

intervention, and human interaction be-

tween staff and inmates. If Basic Jailer 

certificate was issued on or after March 1, 

1993, then all of the following courses 

must be completed to qualify for the Inter-

mediate Jailer certificate: 

Å 3501 Intermediate Suicide Detection and 

Prevention in Jails  

Å 3502 Intermediate Inmate Rights and 

Privileges  

Å 3503 Intermediate Interpersonal Commu-

nications in a Jail Setting  

Å 3504 Intermediate Use of Force in a Jail 

Setting  

Å 2109 Spanish for Law Enforcement 

TEST OUT - Survival Spanish for 

Law Enforcement (Course Number 

2109) ï March 18th ï 10a.m.  For HCSO 

employees currently receiving bi-lingual 

pay.  No fee.  Employees receiving bi-

lingual pay may test out of the Survival 

Spanish for Law Enforcement Class on the 

third day of the Survival Spanish class, 

and receive credit for the Intermediate 

course. Effective August 2010 - Students 

opting to test-out will not receive 

TCLEOSE credit since testing does not 

involve instruction. 

Investigation of Child Abuse 

(Course Number 2105) ï March 23rd -

8a.m.  24-hour course.  Student must be a 

Commissioned Peace Officer.  $24.00 fee 

for students not funded by Harris County.   

Students will learn the correct procedures 

in recognizing child abuse and the law 

regarding the responsibility of police in 

the investigation of child abuse cases. Em-

phasis will be on signs of child abuse, in-

terviewing witnesses, case preparation, 

and Child Protective Services. This is an 

Intermediate Core Course.  

Expandable Baton Re-Certification 

(Course Number 3300) ï March 25th ï 

9a.m.and 1p.m.  Two-hour course.  Stu-

dent must be a Commissioned Peace Offi-

cer.  $10.00 fee for students not funded by 

Harris County.  Students will revisit the 

use of force and liability issues involved in 

the use of Impact Weapons as well as the 

techniques for effectively using the Ex-

pandable Baton. This course meets the 

Department requirement to recertify with 

this type of weapon. Students must bring 

an expandable baton, belt, and baton 

sheath. A mouth guard is strongly recom-

mended. This is a physically demanding 

course. 

Tactical Pistol Course ï March 28th ï 

8a.m.  Eight-hour course.  For those who 

are TCLEOSE Licensed and Commis-

sioned Peace Officers.  $10.00 fee for stu-

dents not funded by Harris County. The 

goal of the course is to familiarize officers 

with the semi-automatic pistol. With the 

successful completion of this course, offi-

cers will be able to utilize their semi-

automatic pistol in a safe and efficient 

manner. 

Animal Law 101 - From Pit Bulls to 

Rabies, Protecting Your Community 

(Course Number 3800) ï March 29th ï 

8a.m.  Eight-hour course.  For Law En-

forcement Personnel.  $10.00 fee.  This 

course is designed to provide students with 

an overview of Animal Control services 

available to law enforcement and civilians 

alike. Covered topics will include new 

laws pertaining to animal control, vicious 

versus dangerous dog designations, and 

community services available. This course 

would be particularly helpful for field offi-

cers and communications personnel. 

Ropes Challenge Course High Ele-

ments Beginners ï March 29th ï 8a.m.  

Eight-hour course.  This course is de-

signed to help the student with personal 

achievements by confronting fears and/or 

anxieties which will build self confidence, 

hence building more team reliance. The 

course is also designed to explore the fun-

damentals of trust, craftsmanship, coach-

ing, and teamwork. Limitations: Officers 

may not weigh in excess of 300 pounds 

due to equipment limitations. This course 

is outside and takes place on raised equip-

ment, inclement weather may result in the 

class being cancelled. It is the student's 

responsibility to verify the class has not 

been cancelled by calling the Academy at 

(281) 436-2900. 

Tactical Shotgun Course ï March 

29th ï 8a.m.  Eight-hour course.  For Com-

missioned Peace Officers.  $10.00 fee for 

students not funded by Harris County.  

This course instructs shotgun familiariza-

tion in tactical situation as well as non-

tactical situation (shoot don't shoot situa-

tions). Ammunition provided for Harris 

County SO personnel.  Departmental ap-

proved 12-gauge shotgun with sling, 

shooting glasses, and ear protection re-

quired. 

Shotgun Select Slug ï March 30th ï 

8a.m.  Eight-hour course.  Students must 

be commissioned Peace Officers.  The 

goal of this course is to establish standard-

ized, safe and effective use of the shotgun 

as a law enforcement tool and develop 

proficiency with the use of slugs. Prereq-

uisite: Students must have successfully 

completed the Tactical Shotgun Course.  

emergencies at the worksite and give first 

aid. The Heartsaver First Aid Course con-

sists of 6 sections. First Aid with CPR and 

AED comprises all six. 

Taser In-Service Class ï March 10th 

ï 12 p.m.; March 11th ï 8a.m.  Three-hour 

course.  Prerequisite:  Previous Taser X26 

User Certification .  The objective of the 

course is to review the theory and practical 

training necessary to safely and effectively 

operate the TASER® X26 electronic inca-

pacitation device (EID) and explore up-

dated tactics and case laws involving use 

of force incidents. In-service TASER 

training is curriculum based classroom 

instruction provided by certified Taser 

Instructors and required to be taken by all 

certified TASER carriers once every two 

years. Failure to successfully complete 

either training requirement in accordance 

with Policies #502 or #503 will result in 

revocation of the employeeôs authorization 

to carry a TASER, and the requirement it 

be returned immediately to the TCU. This 

is not a user certification course. This is 

for students who are already certified to 

carry a Taser X26.  Taser In-Service train-

ing is separate and distinct from Taser 

recertification, which is held once a year 

during firearms qualifications. All certi-

fied personnel shall receive in-service 

training on the use of authorized less lethal 

weapons at least biennially. A certified 

firearms instructor will monitor all fire-

arms qualifications and in-service training 

on the use of lethal and less lethal weap-

ons [CALEA Standard 1.3.11, a]. Do not 

bring any live cartridges or firearms into 

the classroom. 

Semi-Auto Handgun Course for Fe-

male Officers (Course Number 3300) ï 
March 14th ï 8a.m.  16-hour course.   Stu-

dents must be commissioned Peace Offi-

cers.  $16.00 fee for students not funded 

by Harris County.  The goals of the course 

are as follows: 

1.) To know and to understand the func-

tion and design features of the semi-auto 

pistol. 

2.) To know the important fundamentals 

of semi-auto pistol shooting, including 

stance, proper method for drawing the 

weapon, and reloading techniques. 

3.) To know and demonstrate the impor-

tant safety rules for duty, range, and home 

use. 

4.) To know how to properly select all 

support equipment (holster, magazine 

pouches, etc.) for the semi-auto pistol. 

5.) To know and demonstrate the tech-

niques necessary for weapon control dur-

ing accuracy, multiple assailant, and close 

combat drills. 

6.) To know and demonstrate proper tech-

niques for malfunction clearance. 

7.) To be able to demonstrate a level of 

competence with the weapon during vari-

ous evaluation exercises performed 

throughout the course, designed to test the 

studentôs ability to operate under stress 

Students must provide: Semi-auto hand-

gun, duty rig, three (3) magazines, eye and 

ear protection  

Intermediate Inmate Rights and 

Privileges (Course Number 3502) ï 
March 15th a.m.  16-hour course.  Stu-

dents must be employed by a Law En-

forcement Agency.  $16.00 fee for stu-

dents not funded by Harris County.  If 

Basic Jailer certificate was issued on or 

after March 1, 1993, then all of the follow-

ing courses must be completed to qualify 

for the Intermediate Jailer certificate:  

Å 3501 Intermediate Suicide Detection and 

Prevention in Jails  

Å 3502 Intermediate Inmate Rights and 

Privileges  

Å 3503 Intermediate Interpersonal Commu-

nications in a Jail Setting  

Å 3504 Intermediate Use of Force in a Jail 

Setting  

Å 2109 Spanish for Law Enforcement 

Survival Spanish for Law Enforce-

ment Officers (Course Number 2109) ï 

March 16th ï 8a.m.  24-hour course.    

Students must be Commissioned P.O.s, 

D.O.s, or Telecommunicators.  $24.00 fee 

for students not funded by Harris County.  

This course is designed to develop speak-

ing and listening skills and to promote a 

deeper understanding of the Hispanic 

Population in the State of Texas. The ut-

most concern is to provide a foundation in 

the Spanish language that will not only 

lead to a strong repertoire for communicat-

ing with Spanish speaking people, but will 

also focus on officer safety. This is an 

Intermediate Core Course. Anyone receiv-

ing bi-lingual pay may test out of this class 

and receive credit for the Intermediate 

Core Course (two hours TCLEOSE 

credit). To test out, you must register on 

the Academy web-site for the test out - 

Survival Spanish for Law Enforcement 

Officers. This class will be offered on the 

third day of the Survival Spanish Class.  

Law Enforcement and the Occult 

(Course Number 3200) – March 16th ï 

8a.m.  24-hour course.  Students must be 

TCLEOSE licensed and commissioned 

peace officers.  $24.00 fee for students not 

funded by Harris County.  This course will 

explain the inner workings of Satanism, 

Witchcraft, Voodoo and Santeria. This 

course will assist an officer in investigat-

ing a crime involving the occult. A must 

for all Law enforcement officers. This 

course is for anyone in law enforcement. 

This course is the result of years of train-

ing and research by Detective Jim 

Pacifico. 

Intermediate Suicide Detection and 

Prevention in Jails (Course Number 

3501) – March 17th ï 8a.m.  Eight-hour 

course.  Students must be employed by a 

(Continued from page 14) 
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