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Speech given to
Commi s si

on December 6

By Robert Goerlitz

As president of the Harris County
Deputi esd
leged to serve a unique and elite
group of men and women who have
chosen law enforcement as their
i feds

Most deputies and most police
officers do not get in the law enforce-
ment business for the money. Most
of them qualify for or leave better
paying jobs to be police officers, and
then work second or third jobs for
the privilege of serving the commu-
nity.

Police officers belong to an elite
fraternity because only 5% of the
people who apply for the job qualify,
and because we are in the small mi-
nority of people who put on bullet-
proof vests before reporting to work
each day.

Most deputies look forward to
putting on that vest, badge and gun
and reporting to duty, and never
complain so long as we are appreci-
ated, treated fairly, and our compen-
sation is at least reasonably com-
parative to that of surrounding agen-
cies.

But in the last few years we have
seen our pay and benefits progres-
sively deteriorating. When the econ-
omy was good, the reduced pay and
benefits showed up in the difficulty
the recruiting divisions had finding
new qualified candidates. Those
who qualified were more likely to
apply first to the Houston Police De-
partment or other agencies with bet-
ter benefits and greater stability.

Since the downturn startedd
around the time Sheriff Adrian Gar-
cia took office in 20096 we have not
seen any pay increase; in fact,
county commissioners have de-
creased our pay incentivesd the
money they promised would be there

profession.

when we reached certain levels of
training and tenured and they laid off

Ooner O Sepu@sgoungketthe ends of a tight

budget meet.

Immediately after the mid-year
review, the Harris County Commis-
sioners Court struck the most severe

Or gani z alowto dafe when theynvoteg toider i

crease our pensions by making retir-
ees pay $115 a month for retiree
healthcare. The retired deputiesd
who have never seen a COLA in-
creased are living on fixed incomes
that take an inflation hit every year.

Retired deputies who came to
work for the county decades ago
wer e told a pol i
less than what skilled craftsmen and
others make, but our retirement was
pretty good, and that was something
no one could take away from us. As
recently as the last annual retirement
seminar, deputies eligible to retire
were told that Harris County would
carry their retirement until age 65, at
which time they would qualify for
Medicare and the county would be
the secondary insurance. Now that
they are too old to change courses,
these retired deputies are receiving
notices the commissioners court has
found a way to renege on that prom-
ise.

Harris County commissioners are
following a national trend: treating
police officers, firefighters, and other
public servants as pariah. Fifteen
years ago, sheriffs and police chiefs
in large agencies across the nation
complained that there was a short-
age of qualified applicants for new-
hires. Once the economy improves
Harris County law enforcement will
face an increased crisis to replace
those leaving each week. When
these agencies can hire again, we
fear that no one will want to become
a Harris County Deputy because our
commissioners have reneged on too
many promises.

The principal tenant to good gov-
ernment is efficiency and compe-
tence. The cyclical turnover caused

gnt
=

REN - . -
SN OW! e NOW W N o B

' LT S o B
*ZT: TR ‘\(»'_; J

yrrmmrfrniofiiie |

Photos courtesy of Lynwood Moreau

by instability and commissioners re-
neging on promises is not good for
law enforcement and not good for
Harris County.

Robert Goerlitz is president of the

Harris County
tion, the largest employee represen-
tative group in the county.
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President, HCDO

Lykos and Crack

Pipes

After 10,000 of
deputies and police officers made it
public that we have no confidence in
Pat Lykosbd ability
County District
eral pundits penned articles defending
her decision not to prosecute trace
cases.

The Ch r o n iownl Patdca Kilday
Hart was one of the first. Using a 12-
year old study as her authority, Ms.
Hart sai d, Ainear |l vy
tionds bl ack in20 man- a
swered to the criminal justice system,

a tragic statistic fueled by narcotics
arrests. o I guess
black crack users need a break.

Even some high-ranking people in
t he Harris County
agree with Lykos because refusing to
follow the law and prosecute trace
cases helps keep down prison and,
more importantly, county jail popula-
tions. But that should not be the rea-
son not to enforce the law.

There are several different schools
of thought that come into play here.
Those people who believe the criminal
justice system includes some possibil-
ity of rehabilitation would argue that a
person has a crack pipe for only one
purposed to smoke crack cocained
and the judge should do all that is pos-
sible to rehabilitate that individual.
Few people, though, believe in that
philosophy.

People who adhere to the notion
that arrest and prosecution serves as
punishment to the offender and a de-

At t

terrent to others might argue that peo-
ple with crack pipes contain so little of
the prohibited substance that the ends

Jan 3 and Feb 7

oﬁjgs}icg Yvogjld b% t&eneﬁ ser %j éf the
offender was simply issued’ a fraffic
ticket. But that puts trace amounts of
cocpi%e, opeuoﬁ the most dappgrpuls i o
dr(Jqusno EJ}l‘@sstre ogag, in th
same category as a parking or‘ﬁtfering
offense, and that was not the legisla-
tive intent.

Though Pat Lykos referred to me
recently as a fAunio
ally a street cop. Like many of my
p%eﬁ,el b?li%v? i (}he Bﬂ?apagitﬂtign n
;%egr of griminal justice. In my 21

ars of service to the citizens of Har-
ris County, | have seen scarce little
criminal rehabilitation or ishment

en | a}b_rle%tgdPCIO\%Jr eséfTC%eYn—e S

nelview, and other East Harris County
drug addiety yith grack piggsin 1he,
pas did not believe prosecution
would cure or rehabilitate that individ-
ual or make them better people. Nor
did I believe it would deter other crack-
heads from abusing that illegal drug.

I knew, however, that each arrest
would take that individual off the
streets for some period of time, and
that as long as they were in jail they
were not burglarizing homes or rob-

Harris Co. officials to appear
before Grand Jury

Members of the Harris County

Conbmssisn@rs dourtd Ninclading U Department of Public Safety.

County Judge Ed Emmett, will testify
Jefore a grand jury.

It's all part of new developments in
the ongoing investigation of alleged
criminal activity within the Harris
County DA's office. Judge Emmett,
along with two county commissioners,
El Franco Lee and Steve Radack,
have been subpoenaed to appear
before the grand jury looking into this
case.

Some Harris County staff mem-
bers are also expected to appear.
They're not believed to be targets.

Eyewitness News sources suggest
the grand jury may ask questions

visor, opting instead to hire the Texas

The grand jury is investigating
problems with the HPD breath alcohol
testing vans, or Bat Vans, along with
the district attorney's office, which
prosecuted cases based on the test
results from those vans. The accuracy
of those test results has come into
question.

Now, the grand jury's investigation
is honing in on Commissioner's Court
because in October, the court voted to
change the vendor that supports the
sheriff's breath-alcohol testing pro-
gram, dropping the Lone Star College
vendor, reportedly, at the request of
District Attorney Pat Lykos.

about why the county ended a con- KTRK Channel 13 News

tract with a long-time DWI test super-

bing businesses or individuals to feed

their habits. That is how incapacitation
works.

Like every other street cop, | know
also that any person who has a crack
pipe, particularly those who feel a
need to keep it with them, are danger-
ous people. No one uses crack pipes
for anything good.

DEPUT

29 Deputies given ass

FUND STATS

9 Scholarships given totaling $7,250

| ESO0 REL|l

istance totaling $15,1

POLICY UPDATES

Department Policy# 240Dress Code, has been revised. It is mandatory that a!t
employees review and become familiar with the revision of this policy in order th
departmental policy compliance is maintained.

The CIRT Pin (see page 33) and the Jail Inspection Pin (see page 34) has begn
added to this policy

Department Policy # 112 Fiscal Management has been revised. It is mandato

that all employees review and become familiar with the new policy in order that depart-
mental policy compliance is maintained.

Revisions have been made to the wording of Sections Il B & D, lll-&def.Chief
AEglPtrative Officer), 111 B 18, Il D1 & E3 & 5.

Il B (Texas Local Government Code 262.034 was added)

Policy #111, Sec I, G4

I't is each employeebds responsibilidfqy
Manual link) on the first day of his/her regular work week and immediately upon feturn

to duty from any absence. All employees shall read, adhere to, and are held accqunt-
able for all directives, policies, procedures, rules, and instructional material, as pgb-
lished on the Intranet.
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Call Us Anytime...

Want to reach this special market of "
P Wedre Your O

police professionals?

ADVERTISE And We Are YOUR Board

in The Harris County Star

ney EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Robert Goerlitz, President

Dondét waité.time is
For information on ad rates or deadlines,

Q

please call: 7136590005 r.goerlitz@earthlink.net
Cathy H||| at 713_659_0005 Eric Batton, Vice President
. .. 281-387-9040 ejbatton@shcglobal.net
Or e-mail inquiries or ad copy to Robert Barber, Secretary Treasurer

sharpstrite@comcast.net 281-4531753 sarge1427@aol.com

Co u nt Qrgabzatmmu t |

BOARD MEMBERS
Pos. 1 James Henry jbh4331@aol.com
Pos. 2Curtis Brown cbrown9059@suddenlink.net
‘ . YOUR REPRESENTATIVES
Your Harris County Star PATROL:
Stuart Campbell DIST.2 6A-2P 7137448178
Any me mber o f t he Har s DanietWarqfja t RISTAIPPBAL Uyt | e s O
. . . Chris Aguirre IST.5 10P-6A 8329225605
Or_gamzaﬂon is aII_owe(_JI an_d encouraged to _sgbm Frank Garcia DIST. 1
articles for publication in this newspaper. Opinions, Bryan Cross DIST. 1 10P6A 281-830-9162
events, family announcements, war stories...all a David Bettngfield o oF 2817055380
welcome and enjoyed by all Deputies. Submissions wjll CONSTABLES:
only be edited as necessary to protect your organizatic James Grohman  PCT. 4 7A-3P 8328681714
. e Sgt. Matt Walker PCT. 4 10R6A 281-7344904
from legal liability. DETECTIVE BUREAU :
Curtis Brown HOMI. 1P-9P
David Cuevas
Open positions all shifts
COURTS:; U)

The Harris County Star i s pu®0rbanizatios dndis gt tf h e mFﬁAﬁﬁN’lﬂl\tAéIOl@epUt i eso
copyrighted. Other police organizations are encouraged to reprint material which origina%s ith Brian Merritt lO'P_GA 7155665074

The Star. We require only that you give credit to the author and this paper when reprintiig. JAll )
articles are subject to review by the editorial committee. Letters and/or guest articles appgarigg in M
the editorial section of The Star are the sole opinion of the author, and do not necessarilly, reflect Arthur Ramirez 2P-10P
the opinions or views of the Board of Dl rlectGarlosArguellesne mér s2PilP of the Harri s
Organization. 701 JAIL:
The Star encourages Organization members and other readers of the publication t§ somit Open positions all shifts
letters for publication on the editorial page. The HCDO reserves the right to refuse to pfint hpny CHAPLAIN:
submission not deemed in the best interest of the Organization. Shannon Bowdoin
Notice: All articles and photos for The Harris County Star must be submitted prior to| COMMUNICATIONS:
the 5th of each month preceding deadline. Any articles submitted after this date will appegr

Harr

space permitting, in the next issue of The Star. Thank you for your cooperation. Articles cgn Traci Mullln_s 6A-2P
be submitted at the HCDO offices or by email. To submit articles directly to the editor, Rc_)sa_llyn Wiley
send to: retiredhpdcop@gmail.com. Kristin Chambers
The Harris County Star is administered]|bly SHjizabethdaber fBuddy2-10Ri | | i 2815968926 n e
Co. under the direction of the Board of [Dijr e COMMENI®Y SERUIEESBAREAUs County Deput
Dan McCool 8A-6P 832876-8285
. PARKS: q)
Your Harris County Star Staff Jaimes Henry 6A-2p 7135304664
PubliSher ........oooo.... Buddy Williams YOUR E:)alt:hI;ﬁE STAFF S
$NLONRHSHNM &CHSNQt ggq4G@TM )J@QORSQHSD A o
Staff Writer................ Stephen Skinner Organization Office: I_

%HRSQHATSHNMtttttt#DSRX # @T QR B cIdEexas Ave, Suite 2000, Houston, TX 77002
Main Office: 713659 -0005

HCDO NEWSPAPER COMMITTEE o 713750 0070
Robert Barber www.hcdo.com
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Priy

tization!

By Lynwood
Moreau

Earlier this year when | heard re-
newed rumors of privatization compa-
nies looming in the shadows, | penned
an article setting out why | did not be-
lieve jail privatization would happen
here any time soon.

| pointed out that as a matter of law
private jail venders would be required
t o: Aprovide insur
ployees against lawsuits arising from
the daily
consideration for hiring to existing
county employees, and provide insur-
ance benefits equal to those provided
by the <countyo;
comprehensive standards for condi-
tions of

Despite all these profit-killers, a half
-dozen or so private jail venders vis-
ited the jails and IPC on July 14 and
15, 2011 taking notes for future bid
proposals. Captain Konetzke, Lieuten-
ant Ronnie Tailor and | and others put
on our best fake professional smiles
as we showed the venders around
who want to be our boss at best, and
lay us off at worst.

We all believe that this entire proc-
ess is part of Republican Commis-
sioner Radackos I
prank with Democratic Sheriff Adrian
Garcia, but we can hardly afford to rely
on t hat theory
and the integrity
are at stake.

| alerted Bob and the boys that the
privatization venders were slithering
through the tunnel toward the IPC.
We fought these snakes back in 1995,
but it appears they are back again. |
later learned that some of these vend-
ers snuck out of their pit early, visited
the jails, and were questioning em-
ployees about jail operations.

Privatization is not a new threat.
We fought it in the mid 90s and pre-
vailed, but some of the snakes sur-
vived the fire and have returned. |
learned from that experience that pri-
vate jail venders are corrupt; they can-
not deliver what they promise; and
they will do anything to get their foot in
the door.

A lot of employees do not under-
stand that private jail venders already
have a foot in our door. We have
about 1000 prisoners farmed out to
various counties in Texas and Par-
ishes in Louisiana and every one of
those jail facilities are operated by pri-
vate venders. But few people were

zaneemwed begausp they tare thdéred e m -
e | 9 ar@aot heceu s
oper at i onis our hotisg.i That seame ftoehave n t

someone

changed.
In future articles we will set out ex-
actly why it is that we do not want pri-

a n date jailnvendets in Harres Cosirdymé/e

will print some of the articles we have

conf i ne me ndollecded over the years in the STAR,;

other articles should be on HCDO.com
by the time this article is published.

| cannot tell you what tactics we will
employ in our effort to defeat privatiza-
tion again. | do know that we will form
a coalition with other like-minded or-
ganizations and people. We will be
doing research on the companies that
want to come in our house. And we
will take this issue public.

There will be more about jail privati-
zation in upcoming editions of the
aSTARs tl amccomumittaddte keep the
snakes out of our tent any way we
can, and | was drawn out of labor re-

w h etinememiefan that pupdse. j lowtlldend
onfy tatemtse tintehamd efforfs Gos BolD f

and the boys. Anyone who truly un-
derstands what jail privatization is all
about will also join the effort.

Finally, any deputy who believes
jail privatization will not affect them
because of their current assignment
needs to re-read their civil service
rul es. AEmpl oyee
service shall be laid off or reduced in
rank on the basis of inverse order of
seniority. All promotional rank in the
classified service, Captain, Lieutenant,
Sergeant, and Detective, shall be re-
duced to the next lower rank until the
shortage of positions is adjusted. |If
seniority is the same, the person low-
est on the original eligibility list is the
first laid off. o

Need Extra Cash?

HCDO members can earn big commissions by selling or referring advertisers to the
Harris County Star. Any business that wants to have Harris County Deputies as
customers would love to advertise in The Star so it is as easy as asking them. You

can earn hundreds of dollars a month, every month, and help your union out at the
same time.
Call us for more information or visit the HCDO website at www.hcdo.com

The Harris County Star
Phone: 713 -659-0005 Fax: 713-750-0070

SHARI

GRANT DESIGNS
713-553-9216

Your
Local Source

for

Wholesale pricing
omn
Police H.:i'ngl:j
Badge Pendants
Challenge Coins
Fine Jewelry
Swiss Watches
MMamonds

Shari Grant Designs
3D CAD Design allows us to create a unigque piece just for you

shari@sharigrantdesigs

O

Chuck and Shari Grant * 19 years in the jewelry business » HFD 600

f

Remembrance trees honor
violent crime victims

: Tﬂe 17{h Qnﬁual C(I;ir#le"i‘/iéti%s' M]:arﬁor?alqree lighting ceremony was held on

December 10 at the Houston City Hall Annex.

The holidays can be a tough time
for people who've lost loved ones to
violent crime, but they're keeping the
memories alive through remembrance
trees at Houston City Hall.

More than 100 family members and
friends of homicide victims brought
personal ornaments with pictures of
their loved ones to the 17th annual
Crime Victims Memorial tree lighting
ceremony.

Maria Castro lost her son Stephen
five years ago. He was murdered just
two days before Christmas.

Castro says meeting other families
at the annual tree lighting has helped
her through her grief.

"We're a big family. We're all walk-

ing the same walk," she said. "Our
family and friends don't know [how it
feels] because until your child -- or
your husband or your brother or your
father -- has been brutally murdered,
you don't know."

Houston Police Department offi-
cers, the Police and Clergy Team
(PACT), HPD Victim's Services and
Concerns of Police Survivors (COPS)
joined the families and other victims
right organizations at the event, which
is sponsored by Parents of Murdered
Children.

The two remembrance trees were
on display at the city hall annex
throughout the holidays.

KTRK Channel 13 News
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Law enforcement agencies
say they are getting better at
working together

By KAREN HASTINGS, CHRONI- n o't this kind of c
CLE CORRESPONDENT - The Hous-  Chief Deputy Terry Thurman of the
ton Chronicle Harris County Preci

Long-standing turf wars stemming Of f i c e . ANow we <can
from the Katy areadtsheunwsual three

county location have begun to ease,
and the public should expect less con-
fusion when they call for assistance,
law enforcement officials told a recent
Town Hall gathering at the Merrell
Center.

AMujlarni sdictional
a central topic at the Nov. 15 meeting,
convened by Harris County Sheriff
Adrian Garcia and attended by repre-
sentatives from Harris, Fort Bend and
Waller counties, the Katy Independent
School District and the city of Katy.

ALadi es and
youbre witnessing
mil estone, 06 Katy
ings said, when it was his turn to ad-
dr ess t he
many years ago that Katy never would
have hosted a meeting with this many

governmental agencies. Everything
was O6Thi s i s
piece over here. 6

And citizens were confused about
whom to call in an area with so many
different governments involved, he
said.

i T we-fivée years ago, there was-

249
COLLISION

COLLISION IS OUR

SPECIALTY
Paint & Bodywork
Lifetime Warranty

SON TRAN
6615 Breen

Houston, TX 77086
(281)4481010
(281)4485777 (fax)
www.249collision.com

The few Katy-area residents who
attended the town hall meeting did not
paint as positive a picture of inter-
jurisdictional coordination, however.

Kim Horton, from the Williamsburg

ATTENTION HCDO MEMBERS:

WE NEED YOUR STORIES!
We want to hear from you. The Harris County Star is
setting aside pages for you to let us know what is going
on in your workplace. We will be looking for someone
from every district, every Lail, and each Constable
I’Précdinct, a'IoOn& with égyrtoewn and the Port, to write a few
nlines. sYo@ carsletaus'know about major arrests, benefits
I tfor’f8llot offiterstor §ént'but an "Atta-Boy" for one of
your fellow deputies or supervisors. Just make sure we
hear from you.
Send your articles to retiredhpdcop@gmail.com or you
can contact HCDO office at 713-659-0005 ext. 1

P oting while drigimgi e f

gat herindaugiiotl | wad st

mi n e ; autd thigves.

Parish neighborhood, said there is still
ac ofinvceerryn stdi gvepeob |
recent incident in which there was con-
fusion between Harris County and the
Houston Police Department over who
would respond. It took the Houston
police more than an hour to arrive, she
said.

g e nt | Hortoe also askedhhat KKaty ISD do

marentd djshaurage studemtsefrarh texy
Bil
Oak Ridge Park resident Laura

system, 0
promptly
information about suspected juvenile
i s your

Harris County officials said they
would look into the complaints. No
HPD representative spoke at the town
hall meeting.

Officials acknowledged it is still
confusing, with many residents finding
out which jurisdiction they live in only
after an emergency occurs. One side
of busy Mason Road is in the city limits
of Houston, for example, while the
other is unincorporated Harris County.
One side of Katy Fort Bend Road is
patrolled by the city of Katy, while the
ot her is Harris

Law enforcement officials meet
regularly, to discuss mutual issues and
crime trends, said Capt. Lanny Hitch-
cock of HCSOOs
4.

saying

This cooperation is even more im-
portant as budget cuts affect most ju-
risdictions, officials said. For example,
District 4 has gone from a high of 175
patrol deputies to a low of 151 and is
now back up to 159, including contract
officers, Hitchcock said.

Response time for emergency calls
has gone up three seconds, from 4
minutes, 37 seconds in 2010 to 4 min-
utes, 40 seconds in 2011, he said. By
contrast, average response times for
non-emergency calls have gone up by
a minute to a minute and a half, he

(Continued on pag®)

Hasdi-oner s

em. 0 She rel at ed a

Sheriff May Use Volunteers to
Help Clear Warrant Backlog

a As some Harris County commis-
ur ge
is considering using volunteers to help

d & & ¢ ¥ Cléarathackiog &f hdardy 80,000 Telotyh e
~ Har and fisdénfedindriwsrrartisi d
foll awt mes sodmesefivarpamts need to be entered

into a database that allows law en-

I i t tforéement agencies to know whether a

person is wanted for a crime in Texas
or the U.S. While no concrete deci-
sions have been made, using volun-
teers is one of several options, but
those people must be cleared first be-
fore they can handle such sensitive
information, Sheriff Adrian Garcia said
in a statement.

iwWe are al ways |
eliminate the backlog in the data entry
of arrest warrants for lower degree
felonies and
stated.

Co unt prévisuslP ahe Hou¥tdn cCkronicle

reported that the
enters warrants into the database for
all law enforcement agencies in the

we s t edumty, fBoed ar badklogdi 18,088 felc t

ony warrants and 19,748 Class A and
Class B misdemeanor warrants.

This potentially leaves police offi-
cers throughout the county, state and
nation in the dark about thousands of
people wanted for crimes, creating a
potential threat to police and the pub-
lic.

Garcia acknowledged that the
backlog does a pose a serious public
safety issue. He attributes the backlog
to a lack of staff and funding, and be-
lieves that clearing the backlog would
require additional personnel.

However, some county officials say
the issue may be better addressed if

a ct i o nsourceshirehis Srpanization. f 6 s

not

Garcia better allocated funds and re-

of fic
Request denied

Harris County Precinct 3 Commis-

sioner Steve Radack said he was sur-

prised to learn of the backlog.

il find it embarr as
would have themselves in this situa-
tion, O he said. ATher

there that could be arrested and that

could be preventing f
Radack believes that the warrant

backlog does not require very techni-

cal or complicated solutions and the

sheriff could reallocate staff within his

organization to solve the problem.

oo KiTrhgera&t iwayas WwWay to
this, o0 he said. AThe:
available to him (Garcia) and he
mi sdemeawmlod sy ®e Gahrecm. ad
The sheriffds propos
year asked Commission

Spayefor hirfing 46 £lerk3 fséme ofevhomw h i ¢

would have been assigned to perform
warrant entry, sherif
None of those were approved.

County Judge Ed Emmett, who
presi des over Commi s s
said he believes the
under-funded like many other county
agencies. But he maintains that it is
the sheriffds respons
issues of importance in his organiza-
tion and make the best use of the
budget allocated to him.

Emmett said he does not believe
t hat Commi ssioner 6s C
elected officials like the sheriff how to
use their budgets. However, he noted
that Garcia has a large administrative
staff and is also spending $30,000 a

(Continued on pag@é)
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Family Matters

Births * Deaths * lliness
Retirements * Promotions

Births

Cook

Congratulations to Deputy Cedric
Cook (District 1) and wife, Deputy
Tamara Simon-Cook (District IV) on
the birth of their son, Cutter L. Cook,
born December 1, 2011, weighing in at
7 Ibs. 3 0z. and 19 in. long! Dad,
mom, and Baby Cutter are all doing
well.

Mitchell

Detention Officer Curisa Mitchell, 1200
Baker, is pleased to announce the
birth of her daughter Kamryn Lynn
Mitchell.  Baby Kamryn made her
grand debut on Thursday, November
17, 2011. She weighed in at 7
pounds, 1 ounce and measured 20 1/2
inches long. Kamryn is also the first
granddaughter for Deputy Lisa James-
Mitchell, Transportation/Hospital Secu-
rity. Mother and baby are resting and
doing well. Congratulations and best
wishes to Curisa and Lisa on this most
blessed event.

McNeil

Deputy Orrie McNeil is a proud father
again! His wife, Amanda, gave birth to
a baby girl named Raelynn McNeil on
December 2, 2011. She weighed in at
3 pounds and 11 ounces. Mother and
child are doing just fine. Congratula-
tions to the McNeil family!

Littlejohn

Patrol District Il Deputy J.T. Porter and
wife, retired deputy, Judy Porter, are
happy to announce the birth of their
second grandchild. Dakota Jeanette
Littlejohn was born on Saturday, De-
cember 3, 2011 at 2:44 a.m., weighing
7.8 Ibs. and 20.5 inches. Parents are
Amanda and Jack Littlejohn.  Big
brother Colton Littlejohn is very excited
about his new sister. Congratulations
to the Porter and Littlejohn family.

Price

District Il Deputy Kenneth Price and
wife Anna are proud to announce the
birth of their son. William Noel Price

was born on December 13, 2011, at
11:30 a.m., weighing 7 Ibs. and 11 oz,
20 inches in length. Dad, Mom and
big sister are doing very well. Con-
gratulations to the Price family.

Deaths

Bailey

It is with heavy hearts we inform you
Ms. Jewel Bailey passed away Thurs-
day, December 1, 2011. Ms. Bailey is
the grandmother of Detention Officer
Jerod Littleton, 1200 Detention Hous-
ing, Night Watch. Our sympathy and
deepest condolences go out to Jerod
and the Littleton and Bailey families.
Please keep them in your thoughts
and prayers during this difficult time.

Moore

We are so sorry to report that Eugene
H. Moore, Father of Shirley Medearis,
(Retired) Communications Division,
1301 Franklin, passed away on De-
cember 4th, 2011 at the age of 89. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the
Moore and Medearis families during
this difficult time.

Watson

We have been informed that H. Craig
Watson, father of Deputy Laura Wat-
son, passed away on December 8,
2011. Please keep Laura and her fam-
ily in your thoughts and prayers.

Burris

It is with great sadness to inform you
that Mr. Homer Burris, Father of Dep-
uty Daniel Burris, passed away De-
cember 12, 2011. Please keep Daniel
and the Burris family in your thoughts
and prayers throughout this difficult
time.

Carrizales

We have been informed that Jose Car-
rizales, uncle of Deputy Marco Carri-
zales passed away. Please keep the
Carrizales family in your thoughts and
prayers.

Jordan

Victoria C. Jordan, mother of Deputy
Karen Miller (Criminal Justice Bureau),
mother-in-law of Deputy Joel Miller
(Patrol Bureau) and Grandmother of
Detention Office Felicia Jordan
(Detention Bureau), passed away on
Tuesday, November 15, 2011. Our
condolences and deepest sympathy
go out to the Miller and Jordan family
during this most difficult time. Please
keep them all in your prayers and
thoughts.

Bryan

Anna Jeanne Bryan, Grandmother of
Deputy Greg Bryan, passed away at
the age of 86. Please keep Greg and
his family in your thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time.

Blake

Bennie Blake, sister of Deputy Billy
Banks (701 Evening Shift Operations),
passed away November 18, 2011.
Please keep Deputy Billy Banks and
family in your thoughts and prayers.

Welsh

The father of Deputy James Welsh
(District IV Patrol) passed away on
November 18, 2011. Please keep the
Welsh family in your thoughts &
prayers during this difficult time.

Depositario

Retired Patrol Deputy Paul Depositario
passed away Thursday, November 24,
2011. Please keep the Depositario
family in your thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time.

Greer

Mr. Hardy Lee Greer, father of Deputy
William (Bill) Greer (District | Patrol),
passed away Saturday, November 26,
2011. Please keep the Greer family in
your thoughts & prayers during this
difficult time.

Morris

Gerald C. Morris, father of District 1V
Sergeant Todd Morris, passed away
Wednesday, November 30, 2011. Our
prayers go out to Sergeant Todd Mor-
ris and his family. We pray that God
will strengthen and guide them through
this difficult time.

Cooley

It is with a heavy heart that | inform
you that D.O. Robert Cooley passed
away December 3, 2011, after suffer-
ing a heart attack. Please keep the
Cooley family in your hearts and
prayers during this difficult time.

Merritt

We have been informed that former
Sgt E.T Merritt passed away on De-
cember 5, 2011. Please keep the Mer-
ritt family in your thoughts and prayers.

Schulze

We have been informed that, Vera
Schulze, mother of Deputy Kathy Mar-
tin, passed away Sunday, December
11, 2011. Please keep Kathy and her
family in your thoughts and prayers.

Santos

Gloria E. Santos, mother of Deputy
Mike Santos, Homeland Security, Task
Force Division, FBI MAGTF, passed
away Monday, December 12th. Our
deepest sympathy goes out to Mike
and his family during this most difficult
time. Please keep them in your
thoughts and prayers.

Pedersen

Paul Pedersen, grandfather of D.O.
Caroline Pedersen (701-Evening Shift-
6th floor), passed away early morning
Wednesday, December 14, 2011. Paul
Pedersen was a Korean War Veteran
honored with a Bronze Star. Please
keep D.O. Caroline Pedersen and
family in your thoughts and prayers
during this difficult time.

Garcia

Oscar G. Garcia 84, father of Deputy
Javier Garcia (Courts) passed away
on Monday, December 12, 2011.
Please keep the Garcia family in your
thoughts and prayers.

Gilbert

Father of Sgt. Rick Gilbert, Domestic
Violence / Adult Sex Crimes, passed
away unexpectedly on December 15.
Please keep Sgt. Gilbert in your
thoughts during this difficult time.

Special Occasion

Palos

Lydia Palos (Lydia Barajaz-Leal) is
retiring after 31 years of service with
the Harris County
Please join us in wishing her the best
of luck in her future endeavors.

Higgins & Blahuta

Please join us in wishing Deputy Ken-
neth Higgins and Deputy Gary Blahuta
all the best in their retirement! Thank
you both for your service and good
luck in your future endeavors!
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Warrants

(Continued from pagb)

month for consultants to help address
the overcrowding issues in the jail.

AThose are
has chosen to spend his money and
he has to answer,
money than dealing with these war-
rants?0 because
money, 0 Emmett sai
spending in these ways makes it
harder for Garcia to make the case
that he needs more money.

The sheriff defended using a con-
sulting team, stating that they help
reduce costs.

Al pay for those
that do not come from taxpayers and
which cannot under the law be used
for continuing employee payroll obliga-
tions, 0 Garcia sai

3 clerks on the job

Currently, the Harris County Sher-
i fféds Of fice,
warrants a month, has three clerks to
enter warrants into The Texas Crime
Information Center, TCIC, a statewide

Obhcklogt h a't

database operated by the state De-
partment of Public Safety.

Sheri ffos of fici

ex amp | wosld wetd aw hadditianal Bixe to 12

staff members to clear the warrant
better wus
In his statement, Garcia said pro-

h e 6vaing radeguatg ostaff sremainsu a

dudgetHssue.added t hat

fi R-allocating personnel and/or re-
allocating budget dollars might be a
solution if there were personnel to re-
all ocate or budget
said.

Garcia said keeping those in Harris
Camywsafeiso$ utmost importanae.n ¢

il am wor king wi
the county commissioners in good
faith to provide the services that keep

dthe law-abiding people of Harris
County safe, 0 Garcgc
iMy goal and act

wh i ¢ hwonk escagartaee in this diffcult tecors

omy while striving to protect the citi-
zens from harm. o
The Houston Chronicle

al s

—

Volunteer Chaplains Reach
Out to Inmates

estimated

By Sheriff Adrian Garcia

More and more, inmates at the

rris County Jail
to the church on
average monthly voluntary attendance
at religious services for inmates inside
the jail wa s 7,
even while the overall population of
the jail continues to fall.
dogdargod

Well, my staff and | have been in-
creasing and improving chaplaincy
programs at the jail. A record-high 450
byt Yol Blawdabldthg SHards " Ebunty
neighbors, from just about every major
religion, are volunteering to provide
spiritual _enrichment to inmates. Just
&s Sipdridnt, visitors and staff are

t hey

I OddfibiniA? raer tRhe dttiod 8 by

hing up support services and pro-
grams for inmates who are on their
way out the door.

Spirituality in the jail is a plus for its
own sake. When inmates are attend-
ing weekly services, reading the Bible
and other religious books, and looking
into their souls about what got them
into jail in the first place, it makes for
more peaceful and productive inmates
and a calmer jail environment. That is
no small thing in
est jail, which books and releases

t i Offee ways thrgugh

mates the best chance to remake
themselves as law-abiding citizens in

the (future sReNgipus gervices @re pne me

build positive values and morals.
When inmates who return to the free

they make your lives and their own
lives safer. They also save taxpayers

Ps MOV e 0 fipaney bysnotgfecing gs tg provide

them with the usual accommodations
over and over again.

We 6 d find some
government grant money for the hiring
of counselors who can place ready-for-
release inmates in public programs
that will make them less likely to re-
offend by addressing substance
abuse, mental iliness, poverty, home-
lessness and other challenges.

But the availability of such is some-
where between rare and none.

l &dm gratef ul to
and volunteers for stepping into the
voi d. They even
families I at no charge, of course T to
ease the transition for criminals look-
ing to remake their lives.

There are many reasons why jail
population is declining without sacrific-

t ifg Public safqtyo Myagyt teflspme that

our enriched chaplaincy program is

one of the reasons.

140,000 inmates a year. _
Cypress Creek Mirror

But of course, our chaplaincy pro-
grams are also aimed at giving in-

What to do if you are involved in a shooting
or any other critical incident

i
|
|
|
|
|
: 1. Call for medical assistance for yourself, other deputies/

1 officers, other citizens and even the suspect if necessary.

: 2. Call the H.C.D.O. Emergency Assistance number, 713  -659-
; 0017 ext. 2. Stay on the line and you will be connected

1 directly to an attorney.

: 3. Speak to NO ONE until the attorney arrives at the scene,

1 usually only 20 -30 minutes.

14, Rel ax, you | oi nedin grehtehands$.a.
|

1 You are protected by a force of thousands.

I 5. The H.C.D.O. attorney(s) will assist our members in giving
lany statements
1 the scene.

: 6. The attorneys will accompany the member to the
1 appropriate investigating agency where a sworn affidavit will

I be prepared pertaining to the events giving rise to the
1 Shooting.

1 7. The H.C.D.O. attorney(s) will accompany the member at
: their Grand Jury appearance.

and in preparat
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