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One Sept. 11 relative pronounced 
the memorial breathtaking. An under-
ground section and a museum wonôt 
open until next year, but for many of 
the families, the names were enough. 
ñIt breaks me up,ò said David Marti-

nez, who watched the attacks happen 

from his office in Manhattan, and later 
learned that he had lost a cousin and a 
brother, one in each tower. 

At memorial services, people talked 
of grief and loss and war and justice. 
But they also talked of moving forward. 
ñEvery year it becomes more sig-

nificant,ò Barbara Gorman said at a 
service for the Port Authority dead, 
which included 37 police officers, one 
of them her husband, Thomas. ñMy 
kids are 25, 21, 18. They understand 
now. Itôs not so much a tragedy any-
more as history, the history of our 
country.ò 

In the decade between then and 
now, children have grown. The second
-graders who were with Bush on the 
morning of Sept. 11, 2001, will gradu-
ate high school next spring. And chil-
dren who were in the cradle or the 
womb on that day are old enough to 
read names at the anniversary, old 
enough to bear the full burden of their 

grief. 
ñYou will always be my hero,ò 

Patricia Smith, 12, said of her mother. 
Nicholas Gorki remembered his 

father, ñwho I never met because I was 
in my motherôs belly. I love you, Fa-
ther. You gave me the gift of life, and I 
wish you could be here to enjoy it with 
me.ò 
Alex Zangrilli said: ñDad, I wish you 

were here with me to give me advice, 
to be on the sidelines when I play 
sports like all the other dads. ... I wish 
we had more time together.ò 

Madeline Hoffman smiled as she 
said to her father: ñEveryone always 
tells me I look and act just like you.ò 
And Caitlin Roy, whose father was a 
firefighter, said: ñI want to thank you 
for the nine years you spent as my 
dad. They were short but not without 
their benefits. Weôre taken care of 
now. Weôre happy.ò 

Obama, standing behind bullet-
proof glass and in front of the white 
oak trees of the memorial, read a Bible 
passage after a moment of silence at 
8:46 a.m., when the first jetliner 
slammed into the north tower 10 years 
ago. 

The president, quoting Psalm 46, 
invoked the presence of God as an 
inspiration to endure: ñTherefore, we 
will not fear, even though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains 
be carried into the midst of the sea.ò 

Obama and Bush, joined by their 
wives, walked up to one of the pools 
and put their hands to some of the 
names. Bush later read from a letter 
that President Abraham Lincoln wrote 
to a mother believed to have lost five 
sons in the Civil War: ñI pray that our 
heavenly father may assuage the an-
guish of your bereavement.ò 

In a ceremony at the Pentagon, 
Biden paid tribute to ñthe 9/11 genera-
tion of warriors.ò 
ñNever before in our history has 

America asked so much over such a 
sustained period of an all-volunteer 
force,ò he said. ñSo I can say without 
fear of contradiction or being accused 
of exaggeration, the 9/11 generation 
ranks among the greatest our nation 

(Continued on page 4) 

by Associated Press 

NEW YORK -- Determined never to 
forget but perhaps ready to move on, 
the nation gently handed Sept. 11 over 
to history and etched its memory on a 
new generation. A stark memorial took 
its place where twin towers once 
stood, and the names of the lost re-
sounded from children too young to 
remember terror from a decade ago. 

In New York, Washington and 
Pennsylvania, across the United 
States and the world, people carried 
out rituals now as familiar as they are 
heartbreaking: American flags unfurled 
at the new World Trade Center tower 
and the Eiffel Tower, and tears shed at 
the base of the Pentagon and a base 
in Iraq. 

President Barack Obama quoted 
the Bible and spoke of finding strength 
in fear. George W. Bush, still new to 
the presidency that day, invoked the 
national sacrifice of the Civil War. Vice 
President Joe Biden said hope must 
grow from tragedy. 

And Jessica Rhodes talked about 
her niece, Kathryn L. LaBorie, the lead 
flight attendant on the plane that hit 
the south tower.  She remembered a 
radiant smile and infinite compassion, 
and suggested that now, 10 years on, 
it is time to turn a corner. 
ñAlthough she may not ever be 

found, she will never ever be lost to 
her family and her friends,ò Rhodes 
said after she read a segment of the 
list of the dead at ground zero. ñToday 
we honor her by letting go of the sad-
ness over losing her and embracing 
the joy of having known her.ò 

It was the 10th time the nation has 
paused to remember a defining day. In 
doing so, it closed a decade that pro-
duced two wars, deep changes in na-
tional security, shifts in everyday lifeð 
and, months before it ended, the death 
at American hands of the elusive ter-
rorist who masterminded the attack. 

The anniversary took place under 
heightened security. In New York and 
Washington especially, authorities 
were on alert. Ahead of the anniver-
sary, the federal government warned 
those cities of a tip about a possible 
car-bomb plot. Police searched trucks 
in New York, and streets near the 

trade center were blocked. To walk 
within blocks of the site, people had to 
go through checkpoints. 

The names of the fallen -- 2,983 of 
them, including all the victims from the 
three Sept. 11 attack sites and six 
people who died when terrorists set off 

a truck bomb under the towers in 1993 
-- echoed across a place utterly trans-
formed. 

In the exact footprints of the two 
towers was a stately memorial, two 
great, weeping waterfalls, unveiled for 
the first time and, at least on the first 
day, open only to the relatives of the 
victims. Around the square perimeter 
of each were bronze parapets, etched 
with names. 

Some of the relatives were dressed 
in funereal suits and others in fire de-
partment T-shirts. They traced the 
names with pencils and paper, and 
some left pictures or flowers, fitting the 
stems into the recessed lettering. 

At the south tower pool, an acre in 
area and 30 feet deep, Mary Dwyer, of 
Brooklyn, remembered her sister, Lucy 
Fishman, who worked for Aon Corp., 
an insurance company that occupied 
seven floors near the very top. 
ñItôs the closest Iôll ever get to her 

again,ò she said. 

Looking back and ahead, America remembers 9/11  

Mourners gather at the edge of one of the two memorial pools of the National Sep-
tember 11 Memorial in the World Trade Center site in New York during a ceremony 
marking the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011. Some peo-
ple wrote notes to their deceased loved ones when they found their names en-
graved on the edges of the pools. [AP Photo/Aaron Showalter, Pool]  
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sioners titled ñMemorandum of Under-
standing.ò  This memorandum is with 
the Department of Justice in reference 
to an inquiry that was started back in 
2008 over an incident that occurred on 
patrol. 

This memorandum is for a diagnos-
tic review of the HCSOôs internal af-
fairs procedures, as well as our use of 
force policy.  That sounds okay so far, 
but reading on, it calls for procedures 
for diversity and cross cultural aware-
ness training, a linguistic profile of non
-jail staff and peace officers, and com-
munity policing and outreach.  Under 
the community policing and outreach, 
there are subsections titled faith lead-
ers meetings, patrol district meetings, 
citizen advisory councils and additional 
outreach. 

We were told in the beginning that 
this was a study or review and not 
monitoring.  Section V is titled monitor-
ing.  Now I donôt know about you, but 
what is written pretty much outweighs 
what someone states in a conversa-
tion.  It also goes on to talk about re-
view and compliance.   

Every policy we have is reviewed 
by a legal team at the County Attor-
neyôs Office prior to it being instituted.  
Everything we have is either in line 
with or goes beyond what is required 
by State and Federal law.  If there was 
something that was out of whack, 
surely our great reformer would have 
addressed it immediately and changed 
it. 

Here is another problem.  The cost 
for this expert or experts to come in 
and do this is around $150,000, and it 
was proposed to come out of the 
countyôs General Fund.  The feds are 
trying to play hardball in saying if this 
does not happen then they are going 
to pull back their funding.  My question 
is, what funding?  As I stated above, 
the budget documents we were given 
are confusing and cross referenced 
throughout so all of that is buried in 

there somewhere.   
I say come take a look at what you 

wish and conduct your investigation.  
Remember, this is the transparent ad-
ministration and they have nothing to 
hide.  Making deals to stay off a closer 
look makes one wonder about real 
integrity of words versus actions. 

Promotions  
I have been getting questions 

about when there are going to be any 
promotions.  My answer is simple - not 
anytime soon because no one knows 
who is supposed to be promoted from 
what list.  There is no clear answer 
because some positions were elimi-
nated or deleted. 

We were told there were positions 
eliminated or deleted right after the 
last budget cycle.  Each of those posi-
tions has a PCN attached to it.  If you 
were on the list in 2009 or whenever, 
was that one of the positions elimi-
nated?  Do you now have to retest to 
get onto another list because the PCN 
you were supposed to get is now 
gone? 
Letôs take for an example that there 

were 10 positions that became vacant 
in a certain time frame you were on 
the list and because of the last ruling 
by Civil Service, you were under the 
impression when the funding caught 
up you would be getting one of those 
positions.  There would be no need to 
take the time to study for the next 
exam because you are one of those 
10 people on that list.  Suddenly, half 
or more of those positions are elimi-
nated or deleted and now you are not 
on the next list because you were told 
by Civil Service that spot was yours.  
That is a very real possibility with their 
ruling. 

Now the PCN you were supposed 
to get is gone and you are not on any 
list.  If we are in the middle of the time-
frame the list was valid or at the begin-
ning, you will have to wait another year 

(Continued on page 6) 

Budgeting  
By the time this article comes out 

there should be some feedback on 
how the mid-year budget review has 
gone.  One of the things working in the 
favor of Harris County is the rate of 
funds is not as bad as was originally 
projected.  The reason is because the 
Budget office expected the decrease 
in funds to be greater than it has been.  
This is good news for Harris County. 

The bad news is that it will provide 
some cushion but wonôt be enough to 
offset the cuts made in the past 2 
years.  The county is still bringing in 
less than they have been in preceding 
years, but it is not as big of a cut as 
Harris County had planned for.  This 
gives some wiggle room but not 
enough to bring budgets back up to 
what they were or to what was asked 
for. 

One of the items we will be pushing 
for is for the step pay.  If the county 
cannot afford to hire more personnel 
for us, then they can at least try to 
keep the ones working here.  To this 
end we are pushing for the incentive 
pay to stay in place and the step pay 
to be put back into place. 

In an effort to assist our county 
leaders with fiscal responsibility there 
needs to be assistance in budgeting 
with a zero-based analysis for essen-
tial items and end non-essential func-
tions that sometimes seem to be 
strewn throughout and have no useful-
ness in the basic function we are obli-
gated in providing to the citizens. 

For quite some time we have been 
going over the numbers in the budget 
we had to force the administration to 
give us through a TPIA (Texas Public 
Information Act).  In the past we have 
been told, ñIf you can find a place in 
the budget to cut something for what 
you suggest, then you can have itò.  
We are in the process of doing just 
that. 

Now, it would have been a lot eas-
ier if there had been no need to re-
quest information we should have 
been provided since the offer was 
made, but that is not the case with the 

ñtransparentò administration.  It would 
have been much easier if the docu-
ment provided would have been a little 
more user friendly instead of all the 
coding it has in it. 

We speak of being buried by bu-
reaucracy and the budget is proof of 
that.  Previous years budgets were 
roughly three times less in size.  Wad-
ing through all of that endless informa-
tion that is cross referenced through-
out the document is extremely chal-
lenging and confusing.   

ERC 
Recently, I sent out an email to the 

members concerning the ERC and 
those who are representatives for this.  
We have had two members who have 
received action against them for bring-
ing out the concerns of those they 
were elected to represent.  If there 
ever was an example of killing the 
messenger, this is it. 

This system has been nothing 
more than a joke, waste of money and 
political chest thumping from the be-
ginning.  I have attempted to bring is-
sues in front of the quarterly meetings, 
when they fit into Adrianôs schedule; to 
have them denied an audience.  Dur-
ing the last two or three of these meet-
ings, I have had other departmental 
obligations and have not been able to 
attend.  I will not be at the next one for 
the same reason.  I had changed 
things around to make it to the first 
date published, but when the date 
changed there was no rescheduling 
that could be done for me to attend. 

Not in all of the positions but in 
some, there are individuals who are 
passionate about the ideas and prob-
lems they bring forward.  Our sugges-
tion is to put those ideas into written 
form and send it through in that man-
ner.  It is apparent by the actions seen 
that discussing these issues face to 
face bring nothing but retribution from 
those above them.  Donôt you just love 
this reform? 

Memorandum  
There has been a document float-

ing around between the County Attor-
ney, Sheriffôs Office and the Commis-
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Call Us Anytime... 
Weôre Your Organization! 
 

And We Are YOUR Board 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
  

Robert Goerlitz, President   

713-659-0005  r.goerlitz@earthlink.net 

Eric Batton, Vice President  

281-387-9040  ejbatton@sbcglobal.net 

Robert Barber, Secretary Treasurer  

281-453-1753   sarge1427@aol.com 

  

BOARD MEMBERS 
Pos. 1 James Henry jbh4331@aol.com 

Pos. 2 Curtis Brown cbrown9059@suddenlink.net 

 

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES 
PATROL:       
Stuart Campbell  DIST.2 6A-2P   713-744-8178  

Daniel Wareham  DIST.4 10P-6A  

Chris Aguirre  DIST.5 10P-6A  832-922-5605  

Frank Garcia  DIST. 1 

Bryan Cross  DIST. 1 10P-6A  281-830-9162 

Sgt. Tim Fite  DIST. 1 2P-10P  281-705-5380 

David Bettingfield 

CONSTABLES: 

James Grohman PCT. 4 7A-3P  832-868-1714 

Sgt. Matt Walker PCT. 4 10P-6A  281-734-4904 

DETECTIVE BUREAU : 

Curtis Brown  HOMI. 1P-9P   

David Cuevas 

I.P.C.: 

Open positions all shifts 

COURTS: 

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION:  

Brian Merritt   10P-6A  715-566-5074 

1301 BAKER:  
Arthur Ramirez  2P-10P 

Carlos Arguelles 701 2P-10P 

701 JAIL:  

Open positions all shifts 

CHAPLAIN:  

Shannon Bowdoin 

COMMUNICATIONS:  

Traci Mullins           6A-2P 

Rosalyn  Wiley 

Kristin Chambers 

Elizabeth Barber          2P-10P           281-796-8926 

COMMUNITY SERVICES BUREAU:  
Dan McCool            8A-6P            832-876-8285 

PARKS: 

James Henry            6A-2P            713-530-4664 

YOUR OFFICE STAFF 
Cathy Hill 

Organization Office: 
1314 Texas Ave, Suite 2000, Houston, TX 77002  

Main Office: 713-659 -0005  

Legal Dept.: 713-659 -0017  

Fax No.: 713 -750 -0070  

www.hcdo.com  
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HCDO NEWSPAPER COMMITTEE 
Robert Barber 

Want to reach this special market of  

police professionals? 

ADVERTISE  
in The Harris County Star 

Donôt waité.time is money 

For information on ad rates or deadlines,  

please call: 

Cathy Hill at 713-659-0005 

Or e-mail inquiries or ad copy to  

sharpstrite@comcast.net 

Your Harris County Star  

 

Any member of the Harris County Deputiesô 

Organization is allowed and encouraged to submit 

articles for publication in this newspaper.  Opinions, 

events, family announcements, war stories...all are 

welcome and enjoyed by all Deputies. Submissions will 

only be edited as necessary to protect your organization 

from legal liability.  
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The Secretary/  

Treasurer Report  
By Robert ñBig Bò Barber 
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Political Action  

Once again, the political season is 
upon us. We have a Sheriff who in-
tends on running for re-election who is 
constantly looking for ways to be ñthe 
firstò to create any new and/or im-
proved special unit. Anything to get 
favorable light from the media, which, 
in turn, will espouse what a great job 
the incumbent is doing. He has at least 
three media relations persons on staff 
to see to it.  It does not matter that 
most of these ñfirstsò will be ineffective 
units; after all they are still the ñfirst.ò It 
does not matter how much these units 
will strain the already hemorrhaging 
divisions of detentions, patrol, or crimi-
nal investigations as they are still a 
ñfirst.ò You now know most of his politi-
cal strategy for the upcoming election, 
or so it seems. 
On the ñother side of the 

streetò (Republicans), you have a 
montage of candidates vying for the 
top position come the general election 
in November of next year. While the 
candidates themselves will, at least in 
public, avoid casting aspersions 
against their competitors or slinging 
mud, their supporters will not hesitate, 
and in fact, there have been allega-
tions and slanders made against most, 
if not all, of these candidates already. 
This benefits no one except the incum-
bent.  

If you are leaning towards the Re-

publican candidates I ask that you re-
search each one, go with the facts, 
and leave the unproven allegations to 
the rumor mongers. Be the educated 
voter. Then after the primaries, should 
your choice win, stick with them and 
support them fully. But should your 
candidate lose and you truly believe 
the current Sheriff needs to go, fully 
support the candidate who was cho-
sen.  No one candidate is going to be 
perfect, and not everyone is going to 
like who is selected regardless of who 
that person is, but we can all set these 
differences aside for (to use democrat 
terminology) ñthe greater goodò for us 
all. 

For those who fly the same party 
flag as the current Sheriff, if you feel 
he has done a great job, you are better 
off under his leadership than you ever 
have been, and you see no way any-
one can improve the department better 
than he, then by all means continue to 
support him. 

If however you have come to real-
ize that he is not the candidate that he 
purported himself out to be the first go 
around and is untrustworthy, then 
come to the (as most staunch democ-
rats believe) ñdark sideò and see if 
things canôt truly be bettered. 

No matter what you do or which 
way you ñrollò get out and get involved. 
If you donôt get involved then do you 
honestly have a right to complain? 

has ever produced, and it was bornðit 
was bornðit was born right here on 
9/11.ò 

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
paid tribute to 6,200 members of the 
U.S. military who have died in the Iraq 
and Afghan wars. One hundred eighty-
four people died at the Pentagon. 

In Shanksville, Pa., a choir sang at 
the Flight 93 National Memorial, and a 
crowd of 5,000 listened to a reading of 
the names of 40 passengers and crew 
killed aboard the fourth jetliner hi-
jacked that day a decade ago. Obama 
and his wife traveled to the Pennsyl-
vania town after their visit to New York 
and placed a wreath at the memorial. 
During the presidentôs visit, mem-

bers of the crowd chanted, ñUSA! 
USA!ò One man called out: ñThanks for 
getting bin Laden!ò It was the first anni-
versary observance since al-Qaida 
leader Osama bin Laden was killed by 
U.S. forces in Pakistan in May. 

In a brief scare, two military aircraft 
had to escort a New York-bound 
American Airlines flight from Los An-
geles after three passengers locked 
themselves in the bathroom, but it was 
not thought to be terrorism. 

But for the most part, in New York, 
away from the trade center, it was a 
pleasant September Sunday. People 
had brunch outdoors.  Bicycles 
crowded the paths along the Hudson 
River. Families strolled around. Sail-
boats caught a river breeze and drifted 
past the dock where emergency ves-
sels evacuated trade center survivors. 

Elsewhere in the nation, it was a 
day not to bring life to a stop, as it was 
10 years ago, but to pause and reflect. 

Outside FedEx Field in Landover, 
Md., fans got ready for the first Sunday 
of the NFL season, the Redskins and 
Giants, Washington and New York. 
There was extra security at the sta-
dium. Scott Millar, a Redskins season 
ticket-holder, used the logic of post-
Sept. 11 America in deciding to go to 
the game. 
ñYouôve got to trust the security. 

Youôve got to trust the people who are 
here to protect you,ò he said. ñWeôre 
here to have a good time.ò 

In southwest Missouri, where 160 
people died in May in the nationôs 
deadliest tornado in six decades, New 
York firefighters and ground zero con-
struction workers joined survivors in a 
tribute to the victims of Sept. 11. 

The New York contingent brought a 
20-by-30-foot American flag recovered 
a decade ago from a building near the 

trade center.  Survivors of a Greens-
burg, Kan., tornado began repairing 
the flag in 2008, using remnants of 
flags from their town. The final stitches 
are being made in Joplin, Mo., and 
then the flag will go to the National 
9/11 Memorial Museum. Missouri is 
the last stop on a 50-state tour to pro-
mote national unity and volunteerism. 
ñWeôre so far away from the World 

Trade Center,ò said Miller, who 
brought her mother and two children to 
the Joplin tribute.  ñBut it doesnôt mat-
ter how far away you are.ò 

Some observed the day as a time 
to serve. Thousands cleaned parks, 
renovated community centers and 
gave blood as they did in the days af-
ter the 2001 attacks. Some said they 
were trying to reclaim good will that 
they said has been lost amid political 
rancor and economic fear. 
ñAs unfortunate as it was, it 

seemed like it put us all back into the 
frame of mind that life wasnôt just 
about me,ò said Yvette Windham, who 
joined 200 people to build seven new 
homes in a Nashville, Tenn., neighbor-
hood. 

The world offered gestures large 
and small. The Colosseum in Rome, 
rarely lit up, glowed in solidarity. Pope 
Benedict XVI encouraged people to 
resist ñtemptation toward hatredò and 
focus on justice and peace. Taps 
sounded in Belgium and in Bagram, 
Afghanistan. In Madrid, they planted 
10 American oak trees in a park, led 
by a prince. 

And in Malaysia, Pathmawathy 
Navaratnam woke up Sunday in her 
suburban Kuala Lumpur home and did 
what sheôs done every day for the past 
decadeðsay ñgood morningò to her 
son, Vijayashanker Paramsothy, who 
was killed in New York on Sept. 11, 
2001. 
ñHe is my sunshine. He has lived 

life to the fullest, but I canôt accept that 
he is not here anymore,ò Navaratnam 
said. ñI am still living, but I am dead 
inside.ò 

The Taliban marked the anniver-
sary by vowing to keep fighting against 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan, insisting 
that they had no role in the Sept. 11 
attacks. They railed against ñAmerican 
colonialismò and said Afghans have 
ñendless staminaò for war. 

Hours later, a Taliban suicide 
bomber blew up a large truck at the 
gate of a Combat Outpost Sayed Abad 
in Afghanistanôs eastern Wardak prov-
ince, killing two civilians and injuring 
77 U.S. troops. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 10) 

9/11  
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On September 11, 2011, Eric Bat-
ton and Robert Goerlitz went to Austin 
to participate in the State of Texas 
Remembrance Ceremony held at the 
Texas State Cemetery for those who 
had lost their lives from the terrorist 

attack on 2001.  Many people were 
unaware of Texas having a memorial 
for this.  Goerlitz said ñIt was an honor 
to be a part of the ceremony and 
speak with our state elected officials in 
attendance.ò 

State of Texas Remembrance 
Ceremony in honor of 9/11  


