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legislators consider the applica-
tion of ignition interlock devices 
for first-time offenders. 

Committee Chairman John 
Whitmire of Houston urged law-
makers to repeal the Driver Re-
sponsibility Program, as sur-
charges include a fee of $1,000 
annually for three years for first-

time driving-while-intoxicated of-
fenders. 

The program is currently under 
review by the Senate Transporta-
tion and Homeland Security 
Committee will review the pro-
gram.  

August 3 Meeting  
 There has been some talk and 

concern recently and over the last year 
or so about those groups who we affili-
ate with.  At the August 3 meeting I 
would like to hear what the members 
have to say about these affiliations.  If 
you are unable to be at the meeting 
then please send me a letter, email or 
memo with your feelings or opinion, so 
it can be known to those in atten-
dance.  I have heard complaints in the 
past of how some members have been 
unable to attend our meeting.  The 
simple solution I have for you is this 
one so your voice can still be heard.  
This goes for any meeting we may 
have in which a member is unable to 
attend.  I can understand if someone is 
unable to attend for some reason, but I 
refuse to accept someone not being 
able to write a paragraph or two with 
their concerns and forwarding that on. 

 

July 31
st

 Benefit  
 We are having a benefit for 

two of our members on July 31
st
 at 

Stetsons Nightlife located at 19304 
Hwy 59 N in Humble from 1pm to 6pm.  
We are in need of volunteers and 
items for the silent and live auction.  
Tickets are at the office and need to 
be sold.  Anyone who can make it, 
come out and meet with the families of 
these two members to show their sup-
port for them.  I know it would be 
greatly appreciated by both of these 
families.  I know just as well as the rest 
of you do that times are tight with 
budgets.  The fellowship and support 
we can show is priceless.  Come out 
and spend some time with the families. 

 

Legislative Update  
 We are still working on issues 

we will be facing in next years Texas 
Legislature.  Bills are being written and 
worked on as well as working with the 
different legislatures not only in our 
area but across the state.  By the time 
this article comes out we should know 
how the national collective bargaining 
bill, waiting to be put on the floor of the 
Senate, came out.  If this passes it will 
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be one of the most important pieces of 
legislation to affect law enforcement 
officers and firefighters across the na-
tion in decades.  I have sent letters to 
our Senators from Texas and I have 
received the same form letters I have 
received in the past.  According to 
Senator Hutchinson, she believes col-
lective bargaining is illegal in Texas.  It 
is simply amazing how out of touch 
she has become with Texas and what 
is and isnôt Texas law. 

 

Civil Service  
 Several of the grievances 

about transfers have gone to our civil 
service and so far they have decided 
to not give them a hearing.  I find this 
disheartening on this decision with 
some of the recent decisions that have 
been in favor of the employees.  There 
appears to be nepotism occurring 
within the department and to keep an 
untarnished name you would think 
they, civil service, would want to get to 
the bottom of such a thing immedi-
ately.  Apparently not so.  When this 
transfer policy was presented we were 
promised this sort of thing would not 
occur.  Yeah right.  There was a rea-
son we were very skeptical of this pol-
icy and our skepticism is showing to 
not have been unwarranted. 

 

Open Records  
 The request of records we 

made for personnel files and investiga-
tions have been approved by the 
Texas Attorney General.  We knew we 
would prevail in this endeavor and the 
objections were simply a stalling tactic.  
We shall make these records available 
to all members who would like to view 

them.  Speaking of open records, I 
asked when an employee who has a 
complaint against them would be given 
a copy of the statement, as required 
by state law.  In state law, the statute 
states we shall be given a copy of the 
complaint within a reasonable period 
of time.  I asked the Sheriff what he 
considered a reasonable period of 
time and his response was 180 days.  
I will surely have to remember that 
definition in the future when the Or-
ganization is asked to do something.  
Another thing about open records and 
the things you can find on the internet 
such as campaign fund reports with 
who paid in and who was paid for 
what.  Makes for interesting reading 
and sometimes makes things a little 
clearer for the big picture. 

 
 Lastly, I lost a good friend 

when Deputy Eddie Wotipka passed 
on.  Since we worked in the same dis-
trict we had sat down for dinner a time 
or two.  I had backed him up on some 
calls and he had come back me up 
more times than I can remember.  We 
had swapped countless numbers of 
stories between us about all kinds of 
things.  To lose a friend is a hard thing 
to deal with.  There are a lot of people 
to thank for their help in our time of 
need such as the units from the other 
districts, the marine division, the re-
serves, HPD fox, Baytown fire depart-
ment and many others I canôt remem-
ber right off the top of my head.  All of 
us, his friends and family, would like to 
say thank you. 

 Watch eachothersô back and 
do your best to keep each other safe.  
We are our brotherôs keeper. 

On the heels of 2009 figure 
showing 1,269 deaths in alcohol-
related traffic accidents in Texas, 
the 2011 Texas Legislature is 
considering strengthening the 
laws governing drunk driving in 
Texas. 

Austin Police Chief Art 
Acevedo testified in favor of im-

plementing additional sobriety 
checkpoints and mandatory blood 
tests for those suspected of driv-
ing while intoxicated during a 
hearing by the Senate Criminal 
Justice Committee. 

Bill Lewis, a member of the 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
organization, recommended that 

Stricter DWI laws possible in Texas 
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Call Us Anytime... 

Weôre Your Union! 
 

And We Are YOUR Board 

 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
  

Robert Goerlitz, President   

713-659-0005  r.goerlitz@earthlink.net 

Eric Batton, Vice President  

281-387-9040  ejbatton@sbcglobal.net 

Robert Barber, Secretary Treasurer  

281-453-1753   sarge1427@aol.com 

  

BOARD MEMBERS 
Pos. 1 James Henry jbh4331@aol.com 

Pos. 2 Curtis Brown cbrown9059@suddenlink.net 

 

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES 
PATROL:       
Stuart Campbell  DIST.2 6A-2P   713-744-8178  

Daniel Wareham  DIST.4 10P-6A  

Chris Aguirre  DIST.5 10P-6A  832-922-5605  

Frank Garcia  DIST. 1 

Bryan Cross  DIST. 1 10P-6A  281-830-9162 

Sgt. Tim Fite  DIST. 1 2P-10P  281-705-5380 

David Bettingfield 

CONSTABLES: 

James Grohman PCT. 4 7A-3P  832-868-1714 

Sgt. Matt Walker PCT. 4 10P-6A  281-734-4904 

DETECTIVE BUREAU : 

Curtis Brown  HOMI. 1P-9P   

David Cuevas 

Carl Pittman 

I.P.C.: 

Sammie Rinehart IPC 6A-2P  713-755-8100 

COURTS: 

Dean Forbes  CRT 7A-4P 

TRANSPORTATION DIVISION:  

Stephen Bateman 

1301 BAKER:  
Arthur Ramirez  2P-10P 

Carlos Arguelles 701 2P-10P 

701 JAIL:  

Charles El  701 10P-6A 

ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN:  

 Dean Forbes               CRT         7A-4P 

COMMUNICATIONS:  

Traci Mullins           6A-2P 

Rosalyn  Wiley 

Kristin Chambers 

COMMUNITY SERVICES BUREAU:  
Steward Dan McCool            8A-6P                832-876-8285 

PARKS: 

James Henry            6A-2P               713-530-4664 

YOUR OFFICE STAFF 
Cathy Hill 

Organization Office: 
1730 Jefferson  

Houston, TX 77003 

Main Office: 713-659 -0005  

Legal Dept.: 713-659 -0017   
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The Harris County Star is published by the Harris County Deputiesô Organization and is not 

copyrighted.  Other police organizations are encouraged to reprint material which originates with 

The Star.  We require only that you give credit to the author and this paper when reprinting.  All 

articles are subject to review by the editorial committee.  Letters and/or guest articles appearing in 

the editorial section of The Star are the sole opinion of the author, and do not necessarily reflect 

the opinions or views of the Board of Directors or membership of the Harris County Deputiesô 

Organization. 

The Star encourages Organization members and other readers of the publication to submit 

letters for publication on the editorial page.  The HCDO reserves the right to refuse to print any 

submission not deemed in the best interest of the Organization. 

Notice: All articles and photos for The Harris County Star must be submitted prior to 

the 5th of each month preceding deadline. Any articles submitted after this date will appear, 

space permitting, in the next issue of The Star. Thank you for your cooperation. Articles can 

be submitted at the HCDO offices or by e-mail. To submit articles directly to the editor, 

send to: skinnerc1@ev1.net.  

The Harris County Star is administered by Sgt. G.L. ñBuddyò Williams, Lone Star Publishing 

Co. under the direction of the Board of Directors of the Harris County Deputiesô Organization. 

 

Your Harris County Star Staff 
Publisher ..................  Buddy Williams 

$NLONRHSHNM &CHSNQtqq4G@TM )@QORSQHSD 

Staff Writer ................  Stephen Skinner 

%HRSQHATSHNMtttttt/NQ@ Bauerschlag 
 

HCDO NEWSPAPER COMMITTEE 
Robert Barber 

Want to reach this special market of  

police professionals? 

ADVERTISE  
in The Harris County Star 

Donôt waité.time is money 

For information on ad rates or deadlines,  

please call: 

Shaun Harpstrite at  

936-827-4828 

Or e-mail inquiries or ad copy to  

sharpstrite@comcast.net 

NEED A JOB---- NEED A JOB 

COVERED? 

Call the Extra Job Hotline    

713-841-JOBS 
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Your Harris County Star  

 

Any member of the Harris County Deputiesô 

Organization is allowed and encouraged to submit 

articles for publication in this newspaper.  Opinions, 

events, family announcements, war stories...all are 

welcome and enjoyed by all Deputies. Submissions will 

only be edited as necessary to protect your organization 

from legal liability.  

Chaplainôs Corner 

By Dean Forbes  

Chaplain  

Blue/Gold 

 

PICKING UP STICKS 
The young girl was picking up 

those little coffee stirrers in the church 
lobby that had accidentally fallen off 
the coffee tray.  I remarked as I 
passed by, ñOh, you are going to play 
the game of ópicking up sticksô.ò  I 
could tell by the quizzical look on the 
childôs face that there was no knowl-
edge of the game of which I spoke, 
and judging from her other expression 
there was the additional thought of 
ñfrom what planet is this guy!ò  Yup, I 
was showing my advancing age recall-
ing a simple childhood game called 
ñPicking Up Sticks.ò 

Shipwreck Foretold 
In Acts 28, Luke narrates the after-

math of a shipwreck where he, the 
apostle Paul, and all the shipôs occu-
pants have survived by landing on the 
island of Melita (some translate it 
Malta.)  Verse 3 makes a very subtle, 
often overlooked statement:  ñand 
when Paul had gathered a bundle of 
sticks.ò  When you think about it, here 
is the great Apostle doing the unexcit-
ing.  He has just finished prophesying 
to the centurion and owner of the ship 
that the ship will perish if they set sail 
(Acts 27:10).  But the soldier and the 
shipmasterôs ignore the advice and set 
sail.  Not long after they had launched 
out to sea, a ñtempestuous windò 
arises and the crew can no longer con-
trol the vessel which is tossed about at 
the whim of the turbulent seas and 
winds.  Meanwhile, Paul brings an-
other prediction (after an angel ap-
pears to him) that he and all of the 
shipôs members will survive, but not 
before all the cargo, and eventually the 
boat will be lost.  Indeed, all comes to 
pass just as Paul foretells! 

Reward? 
It would seem to me, that once all 

safely arrive on shore, Paul should 
have been awarded the privilege of 
sitting by and watching everyone else 
work, resting on his laurels after the 
ordeal.  Yet Luke records that Paul 
gathers sticks to benefit all the survi-
vors.  It is a simple deed, a thankless 
one, and a necessary one ñbecause of 
the present rain and because of the 
coldò (Acts 28:2).  I am intrigued that 
Paul did not shy away from the menial 
or mundane tasks.  His action showed 
he had no air about himself as being 
more special than anyone else.  There 
was no fanfare or recognition as Luke 
simple writes that the labor was a mat-

ter of fact.  It is hard to imagine some-
one of Paulôs renowned reputation 
scouring the nearby woods to perform 
the dreary task of picking up sticks. 

As this is drawn to my attention, I 
am convicted of the necessity of ha-
bitually ñpicking up sticksò around me.  
There are many opportunities the Lord 
presents to help others, to minister to 
needs, and to bring comfort by simply 
doing the menial, mundane, and nec-
essary tasks contained in everyday 
life.  Sometimes I would prefer not to 
do them, and sadly, often avoid doing 
them. 
Godôs Response 
Yet, because Paul does the hum-

drum, he brings a witness of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.  Paul is snake-bit 
as he does this work, and no one 
comes to his rescue (not even medical 
doctor Luke with some sort of first aid 
remedy!)  Instead, the others all sit 
around to watch him (ñthey looked 
when he should have swollen, or fallen 
down dead suddenlyò Acts 28:6).  Mi-
raculously, God spares Paul, and that 
leads to a ministering opportunity to 
the chief of the island.  His chance to 
witness to others the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ really starts by simply gathering 
sticks. 
Lesson óSticksô 
As this month begins, think about 

how God can use you and me to per-
form even the dreary and tedious that 
will bring glory to the Lord.  1 Corin-
thians 10:31 says, ñWhatever you do, 
do all to the glory of Godò even gather-
ing of sticks!  And donôt be misled; 
more often than not you will receive no 
compliment, praise, or even thanks.  
There is no record of accolades given 
to Paul.  Instead the folks sat around 
to watch Paul fall and fail!  But, the 
lack of recognition did not stop him.  
The lesson for you and me is to be 
faithful no matter what the job, the 
chore, or opportunity. 

I Praise the Lord for each and eve-
ryone!  And may the Lord richly bless 
you in all you do, no matter what you 
do, because itôs your way of ñpicking 
up of sticks!ò 

PS 
Lastly, for over two decades now, I 

have had the distinct honor and pleas-
ure of serving my brother and sister 
law enforcement officers as a Chaplain 
for both the Harris County Deputy 
Sheriffôs Association and Harris 

(Continued on page 7) 

Offering Courses in:  
- Dynamic Entry 

- Building Clearing 
- Close Quarter Battle  

 

TRAIN ON SITE! Less than Lethal Shoot House  
 

Daily Law Enforcement Street Survival Courses 

· Edged Weapons · 
· Aggressive Dog Response · 
· Court Officer Protocol ·  
· Rifle and Pistol Courses · 

· Defense Tactics Instructor Course · 

ň And Moreé ň 

3X DAILY FORCEFit Classes! 
Be Fit!  Be Strong!  Be Safe!  

Free Trial Period  

Call Now for More Info!  

713.979.2388  
Stop by Anytime for a Tour!  

 

1525 Blalock Road, Houston TX 77080 -7318 www.SEALSecurity.com   

Advanced Law Enforcement 

Tactical Training Center 
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Blue/Gold 

The Harris County Sheriff's Office 
Citizen's Police Academy District 3 
Alumni planted trees in the Jim and 
JoAnn Foteno Family Park on Wallis-
ville Road.  The six trees will stand as 
a living memorial for the six deputies 
who have passed away (Mark Walker, 
Keith Thornton, Larry Eichoff, Lee 

Martin, Charlie Patburg, and Eddie 
Wotipka).  Commission Sylvia R. Gar-
cia was in attendance, along with Cap-
tain Kevin Radabaugh, several Depu-
ties and Sergeants in District 3, and 
many friends and families of Lee Mar-
tin and Eddie Wotipka. 

Living memorial 

for fallen deputies  

Members of Lee Martin's family plant the tree in his honor.  

Captain Radabaugh stands with Karen Wotipka and Commis-
sioner Sylvia R. Garcia at the tree planted in memory of Dep-
uty Eddie Wotipka.   

Commissioner Sylvia Garcia and Captain Kevin Radabaugh  

Members of the HCSO District 3 CPA, Commissioner Garcia, 
and Captain Radabaugh  
Front Row; Becky Moon, Mary Morales, Jessica Sanchez, 
Commissioner Sylvia Garcia, Eileen Beisty, Felecia Gokey, 
Patricia Beisty, Jerri Gonzalez, Anthony Gonzalez, John Row-
lett Back Row: Michael Sanchez, David Moon, Captain Kevin 
Radabaugh  


