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be one of the most important pieces of them. Speaking of open records, |

August 3 Meeting

There has been some talk and
concern recently and over the last year
or so about those groups who we affili-
ate with. At the August 3 meeting |
would like to hear what the members
have to say about these affiliations. If
you are unable to be at the meeting
then please send me a letter, email or
memo with your feelings or opinion, so
it can be known to those in atten-
dance. | have heard complaints in the
past of how some members have been
unable to attend our meeting. The
simple solution | have for you is this
one so your voice can still be heard.
This goes for any meeting we may
have in which a member is unable to
attend. | can understand if someone is
unable to attend for some reason, but |
refuse to accept someone not being
able to write a paragraph or two with
their concerns and forwarding that on.

July 31 %' Benefit
We are having a benefit for
two of our members on July 31% at

Stricter

On the heels of 2009 figure
showing 1,269 deaths in alcohol-
related traffic accidents in Texas,
the 2011 Texas Legislature is
considering strengthening the
laws governing drunk driving in
Texas.

Austin  Police Chief Art
Acevedo testified in favor of im-

President, HCDO

Stetsons Nightlife located at 19304
Hwy 59 N in Humble from 1pm to 6pm.
We are in need of volunteers and
items for the silent and live auction.
Tickets are at the office and need to
be sold. Anyone who can make it,
come out and meet with the families of
these two members to show their sup-
port for them. | know it would be
greatly appreciated by both of these
families. | know just as well as the rest
of you do that times are tight with
budgets. The fellowship and support
we can show is priceless. Come out
and spend some time with the families.

Legislative Update

We are still working on issues
we will be facing in next years Texas
Legislature. Bills are being written and
worked on as well as working with the
different legislatures not only in our
area but across the state. By the time
this article comes out we should know
how the national collective bargaining
bill, waiting to be put on the floor of the
Senate, came out. If this passes it will

legislation to affect law enforcement
officers and firefighters across the na-
tion in decades. | have sent letters to
our Senators from Texas and | have
received the same form letters | have
received in the past. According to
Senator Hutchinson, she believes col-
lective bargaining is illegal in Texas. It
is simply amazing how out of touch
she has become with Texas and what

is and isndt Texas
Civil Service
Several of the grievances

about transfers have gone to our civil
service and so far they have decided
to not give them a hearing. | find this
disheartening on this decision with
some of the recent decisions that have
been in favor of the employees. There
appears to be nepotism occurring
within the department and to keep an
untarnished name you would think
they, civil service, would want to get to
the bottom of such a thing immedi-
ately. Apparently not so. When this
transfer policy was presented we were
promised this sort of thing would not
occur. Yeah right. There was a rea-
son we were very skeptical of this pol-
icy and our skepticism is showing to
not have been unwarranted.

Open Records

The request of records we
made for personnel files and investiga-
tions have been approved by the
Texas Attorney General. We knew we
would prevail in this endeavor and the
objections were simply a stalling tactic.
We shall make these records available
to all members who would like to view

asked when an employee who has a
complaint against them would be given
a copy of the statement, as required
by state law. In state law, the statute
states we shall be given a copy of the
complaint within a reasonable period
of time. | asked the Sheriff what he
considered a reasonable period of
time and his response was 180 days.
I will surely have to remember that
defaition in the future when the Or-
ganization is asked to do something.
Another thing about open records and
the things you can find on the internet
such as campaign fund reports with
who paid in and who was paid for
what. Makes for interesting reading
and sometimes makes things a little
clearer for the big picture.

Lastly, | lost a good friend
when Deputy Eddie Wotipka passed
on. Since we worked in the same dis-
trict we had sat down for dinner a time
or two. | had backed him up on some
calls and he had come back me up
more times than | can remember. We
had swapped countless numbers of
stories between us about all kinds of
things. To lose a friend is a hard thing
to deal with. There are a lot of people
to thank for their help in our time of
need such as the units from the other
districts, the marine division, the re-
serves, HPD fox, Baytown fire depart-
ment and many
ber right off the top of my head. All of
us, his friends and family, would like to
say thank you.

Wat ch
do your best to keep each other safe.
We are our

DWI laws possible in Texa

plementing additional sobriety
checkpoints and mandatory blood
tests for those suspected of driv-
ing while intoxicated during a
hearing by the Senate Criminal
Justice Committee.

Bill Lewis, a member of the
Mothers Against Drunk Driving
organization, recommended that

legislators consider the applica-
tion of ignition interlock devices
for first-time offenders.
Committee Chairman John
Whitmire of Houston urged law-
makers to repeal the Driver Re-
sponsibility Program, as sur-
charges include a fee of $1,000
annually for three years for first-

time driving-while-intoxicated of-
fenders.

The program is currently under
review by the Senate Transporta-
tion and Homeland Security
Committee will review the pro-
gram.
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Chapl ai
By Dean Forbes
Chaplain

PICKING UP STICKS

The young girl was picking up
those little coffee stirrers in the church
lobby that had accidentally fallen off
the coffee tray. | remarked as |
passed by, ioOh,
the game of
could tell by the quizzical look on the
childdéds face that
edge of the game of which | spoke,
and judging from her other expression
there was the additional thought of
Afrom what pl anet
was showing my advancing age recall-
ing a simple childhood game called
APicking Up

Shipwreck Foretold

In Acts 28, Luke narrates the after-
math of a shipwreck where he, the
apostle Paul, and
pants have survived by landing on the
island of Melita (some translate it
Malta.) Verse 3 makes a very subtle,
of ten overl ooked
when Paul had gathered a bundle of
sticks. 0 When you
is the great Apostle doing the unexcit-
ing. He has just finished prophesying
to the centurion and owner of the ship
that the ship will perish if they set sail
(Acts 27:10). But the soldier and the
shi pmaster6s
sail. Not long after they had launched
out t o sea, a f
arises and the crew can no longer con-
trol the vessel which is tossed about at
the whim of the turbulent seas and
winds. Meanwhile, Paul brings an-
other prediction (after an angel ap-
pears to him) that he and all of the
shipbs member s wi l
before all the cargo, and eventually the
boat will be lost. Indeed, all comes to
pass just as Paul foretells!

Reward?

It would seem to me, that once all
safely arrive on shore, Paul should
have been awarded the privilege of
sitting by and watching everyone else
work, resting on his laurels after the
ordeal. Yet Luke records that Paul
gathers sticks to benefit all the survi-
vors. It is a simple deed, a thankless
one, and a
the present rain and because of the
coldo (Acts 28:2).
Paul did not shy away from the menial
or mundane tasks. His action showed
he had no air about himself as being
more special than anyone else. There
was no fanfare or recognition as Luke
simple writes that the labor was a mat-

Sticks.

satraotuennde nt o

i gnor esticksh e

necessaruyp oonfe sfithiecckasul soe

ter of fact. It is hard to imagine some-
one of Paul 6s
scouring the nearby woods to perform
the dreary task of picking up sticks.

As this is drawn to my attention, |

y 0 uam &onwvcted) af ithe gecessity op haa y
Opi ckibnigt uap | stiipkshking

u
There are many opportunities the Lord
prbesentseo hel@athers)  mikistes w01 -
needs, and to bring comfort by simply
doing the menial, mundane, and nec-
essary tasks contained in everyday
ilife. Sorhatimes lgwoyld pdefer natdop |,
do them, and sadly, often avoid doing
them.
0Godds Response

Yet, because Paul does the hum-
drum, he brings a witness of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. Paul is snake-bit
ad he dbes ehis svbrk, ppdds no mmec u
comes to his rescue (not even medical
doctor Luke with some sort of first aid
remedy!) Instead, the others all sit
wafi@md hi
when he should have swollen, or fallen

dtohwinn kd eaabdo ustu didte,n | hyedy

raculously, God spares Paul, and that
leads to a ministering opportunity to
the chief of the island. His chance to
witness to others the Gospel of Jesus
Christ really starts by simply gathering
advice and set
Lesson 6Sticks®o

fi t e mApsetlsist nooathn keginsy ithimkd about

how God can use you and me to per-
form even the dreary and tedious that
will bring glory to the Lord. 1 Corin-

thians 10:31 says,
do all to the glory
ing of sticks! An

imoresofien than wat you wihll veteivemao t
compliment, praise, or even thanks.
There is no record of accolades given
to Paul. Instead the folks sat around
to watch Paul fall and fail! But, the
lack of recognition did not stop him.
The lesson for you and me is to be
faithful no matter what the job, the
chore, or opportunity.

| Praise the Lord for each and eve-
ryone! And may the Lord richly bless
you in all you do, no matter what you
do, because itods
of
PS

have had the distinct honor and pleas-
ure of serving my brother and sister
law enforcement officers as a Chaplain
for both the Harris County Deputy
Sheriffods Associ
(Continued on pagé)
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Living memorial

for fallen deputies

Members of Lee Martin's family plant the tree in his honor.

Members of the HCSO District 3 CPA, Commissioner Garcia,
and Captain Radabaugh

Front Row; Becky Moon, Mary Morales, Jessica Sanchez,
Commissioner Sylvia Garcia, Eileen Beisty, Felecia Gokey,
Patricia Beisty, Jerri Gonzalez, Anthony Gonzalez, John Row-
lett Back Row: Michael Sanchez, David Moon, Captain Kevin
Radabaugh

The Harris County Sheriff's Office
Citizen's Police Academy District 3
Alumni planted trees in the Jim and
JoAnn Foteno Family Park on Wallis-
ville Road. The six trees will stand as
a living memorial for the six deputies
who have passed away (Mark Walker,
Keith Thornton, Larry Eichoff, Lee

Martin, Charlie Patburg, and Eddie
Wotipka). Commission Sylvia R. Gar-
cia was in attendance, along with Cap-
tain Kevin Radabaugh, several Depu-
ties and Sergeants in District 3, and
many friends and families of Lee Mar-
tin and Eddie Wotipka.

Captain Radabaugh stands with Karen Wotipka and Commis-

sioner Sylvia R. Garcia at the tree

uty Eddie Wotipka.

planted in memory of Dep-
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